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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 
19  5 7 

To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 

BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  : 

THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
AND  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TRING 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  second  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  social  conditions  of  your  Districts  for  the  year  1957.  The 
form  of  the  Report  is  similar  to  that  for  the  previous  year  and  again 
includes  a brief  survey  of  the  personal  health  services  in  the  Dacorum 
Division  of  the  County.  The  sections  dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circum- 
stances of  the  Area  Housing  and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 
have  been  written  and  compiled  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  to 
whom  I am  much  indebted. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  Division  were  encouraging.  The  death 
rate  from  all  causes  was  reduced  as  was  the  infant  mortality  rate,  and 
the  birth  rate  remained  high. 

The  outstanding  feature  among  the  infectious  diseases  was  the 
major  epidemic  of  Influenza  which  occurred  in  the  autumn.  Influenza  is 
not  a statutory  notifiable  disease  and  consequently  the  exact  size  of  the 
epidemic  is  unknown  but  it  is  certain  that  in  the  two  to  three  months’ 
onslaught  of  the  disease  at  least  five  thousand  persons  were  affected. 
The  epidemic  had  two  notable  features,  the  occurrence  outside  the  usual 
influenza  season  and  the  high  incidence  among  the  child  population. 
During  the  peak  period  of  the  epidemic  many  schools  had  half  the 
children  absent  yet  the  attendances  at  the  factories  and  offices  were  rela- 
tively unaffected.  The  disease,  on  the  whole,  was  mild  with  complete 
recovery  for  most  patients  within  seven  to  ten  days  though,  it  must  be 
admitted,  many  people  were  severely  incapacitated  and  the  disease  was 
the  direct  cause  of  death  in  six  instances.  It  is  perhaps  an  odd  commen- 
tary on  the  times  that  the  twenty-five  cases  of  Polio  last  year  with  the 
one  death  received  the  greater  public  attention  and  attracted  more 
publicity.  The  limelight,  it  would  seem,  does  not  always  shine  on  the 
star  performer. 

In  conclusion,  may  I thank  the  Members  of  the  Councils  for  their 
kindly  consideration  and  the  Chief  Officers  for  their  advice  and  support. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  HYND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

“ Churchill  ”,  Park  Road, 

Hemel  Hempstead. 

August  1958. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : 

R.  S.  HyND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

(also  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Dacorum  Division,  Hertfordshire  C.C.) 

BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

Alan  C.  Horne,  d.p.a.,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  Smoke,  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates — R.S.I.) 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

E.  Birch,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.F) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

K.  A.  Chester,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.i.p.h.h. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates— R.S.I.) 

D.  P.  J.  Byrne,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.I.) 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector : 

R.  H.  T.  Chappell,  b.sc.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  cert,  r.s.i.  and  s.i.e.j.b. 
(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.I.) 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

G.  E.  Brogan,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.I.) 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Public  Health  Inspector  : 

C.  Laidman,  cert,  r.s.i.  and  s.i.e.j.b.,  f.a.l.p.a. 

(also  Surveyor  and  Housing  Manager  to  the  District  Council) 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 

Public  Health  Inspector  : 

T.  Marsh,  a.i.a.s. 

(also  Surveyor  to  the  District  Council) 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


Area  7,193  acres 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid- 1957  ...  43,500 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1957  13,471 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1957  £609,148 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1957/58  ...  ...  £2,520 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  486  450  936 

Illegitimate  20  16  36 


Total  ...  506  466  972 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : 22.3. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : 17.0. 

STILL-BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  11  21 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


Total  ...  10  11  21 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births  : 21.2. 
DEATHS: 

Males  138,  Females  151 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  7 9 16 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 


Total  ...  8 9 17 


289 

6.6 

10.4 

Nil 

Nil 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  


17.5 

17.1 

27.8 

12.4 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
All  forms  of  T uberculosis 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 
Cancer  ... 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  but 
including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (children  under  two  years  of  age)  . . . 


0.07 

0.07 

1.06 

1.29 

0.07 

Nil 

Nil 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1957  was 
43,500  as  compared  with  39,520  at  mid-1956.  Allowing  for  the  natural 
increase  of  population,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  of  683,  this 
shows  that  3,297  persons  moved  into  the  area  last  year. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  the  Borough  these  are 
0.76  and  1.56  respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  truly  com- 
parable with  those  for  other  areas  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as 
a whole. 

The  need  for  such  adjustment  is  occasioned  by  the  differences  in  the 
constitution  of  area  populations  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex 
and  age  group  components.  The  low  factor  for  births  and  the  high 
factor  for  deaths  are  both  indicative  of  the  relative  youthfulness  of  the 
Borough  population  as  compared  with  other  areas  and  the  country  as  a 
whole. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  972  live  births  was  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year,  an 
increase  of  1 19  over  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17.0  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  16.8  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.1  for  England  and 
Wales. 
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Still  Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers  21  still  births  were  registered  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  6 on  the  previous  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was 
21.2  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  17.3  for  1956  and 
with  22.4  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  289 
(138  males,  151  females),  a decrease  of  33  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  12.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.5  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were  : Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer  and 
Respiratory  Diseases. 

Of  the  56  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  the  primary  growth 
in  7 instances  was  situate  in  the  lung  or  bronchus. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  17.5  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  18.8  for  the  previous  year  and  with  23.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males  Females  Total 


Under  1 year 

• • • • • • • ... 

8 

9 

17 

1 — 5 years 

1 

1 

2 

5 — 10  years 

— 

1 

1 

10 — 15  years 

1 

1 

2 

15 — 20  years 

— 

1 

1 

20 — 25  years 

2 

2 

4 

25 — 35  years 

7 

2 

9 

35 — 45  years 

7 

4 

11 

45 — 55  years 

7 

13 

20 

55 — 65  years 

23 

8 

31 

65 — 70  years 

18 

16 

34 

70 — 75  years 

22 

25 

47 

75 — 80  years 

14 

19 

33 

80 — 85  years 

16 

22 

38 

85 — 90  years 

• • • •••  ••• 

8 

25 

33 

90  years  and  over  ... 

• ••  •••  • • • 

4 

2 

6 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

138 

151 

289 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1957 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

3 

3 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— • 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

1 

— 

1 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

1 

1 

2 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

3 

5 

8 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

7 

7 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

10 

10 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

7 

7 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

14 

10 

24 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

4 

4 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

12 

18 

30 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

25 

18 

43 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

1 

7 

8 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

17 

24 

41 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

3 

4 

7 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

3 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia  

16 

16 

32 

24. 

Bronchitis  

6 

3 

9 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

- 

2 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion ...  ...  •*.  ...  ...  ••• 

„ . . 

____ 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  

3 

2 

5 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

12 

8 

20 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

7 

1 

8 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

2 

2 

4 

35. 

Suicide  

4 

2 

6 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 

■' 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

138 

151 

289 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1957 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Congenital  mal- 
formations (in- 
cluding Con- 
genital Heart 
Disease 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

6 

Prematurity 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Atelectasis 

3 

— 

— 

- — 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Asphyxia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

TOTALS  ... 

10 

2 

— 

— 

12 

— 

2 

2 

1 

17 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


Town  Supply 

Water  is  obtained  from  four  boreholes;  two  27  in.  bores  at  Piccotts 
End  provide  a permanent  supply  with  a possible  4.5  million  gallons  a 
day,  while  the  adjoining  24  in.  bore  (one  million  gallons  a day)  is  used 
as  a standby  supply.  The  old  18  in.  borehole  at  Marlowes  in  the  town 
centre  has  a further  standby  reserve  of  a million  gallons  a day.  All 
bores  are  into  chalk,  with  resulting  hard  water. 

Of  the  78  bacteriological  samples  of  raw  water  taken,  only  one  was 
unsatisfactory.  All  water  is  chlorinated  before  distribution,  a residual 
of  0.2  parts  per  million  being  maintained,  and  passes  through  Adeyfield 
reservoir,  where  it  is  retained  for  a minimum  of  twelve  hours. 


Boxted  reservoir  was  completed  and  put  into  commission  and  long 
lengths  of  distribution  mains  were  laid.  Samples  are  taken  weekly  for 
bacteriological  examination  from  the  27  in.  bores  at  Piccotts  End,  Adey- 
field reservoir  booster  station  and  a point  on  the  mains,  usually  a house 
tap,  fortnightly  from  Boxted  reservoir  and  monthly  from  Marlowes 
pumping  station.  Samples  for  chemical  analysis  are  taken  periodically. 
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Private  Supplies 

Twenty-seven  premises  are  served  by  private  wells  or  bores. 
Sampling  is,  naturally,  concentrated  on  those  known  to  have  proved 
unsatisfactory  on  previous  occasions.  In  some  cases  a series  of  samples 
at  various  points  from  the  source  to  the  end  of  the  distribution  system  is 
taken,  and  this  accounts  for  the  high  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples. 

Particulars  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  by  public  water 
mains  and  from  wells: — 


Total  Number  in  Borough  

Dwellings 

13,649* 

Persons 
45,000  f 

Number  supplied  from  main : 

1.  Direct  

13,609 

44,881 

2.  To  outside  standpipes  

13 

31 

13,622 

44,912 

Number  supplied  by  wells  

27 

88 

* Supplied  by  Borough  Treasurer.  t Estimate. 


Water  samples  taken  during  1957 


Description 

of 

Samples 

Number  of  Samples 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

EXAM. 

CHEMICAL  EXAM. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 

Raw  Water — 
Marlowes  ... 

13 

13 

3 

3 

Piccotts  End 

65 

64 

1 

6 

6 

— 

Chlorinated  .. 

130 

126 

4 

— 

• — 

— 

Private  Supplies 

40 

14 

26 

— 

— 

— 

Swimming  Pool 

22 

22 

Main  Water  ...  Total  Hardness:  23  to  28  parts  per  100,000 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Comment  last  year  was  directed  to  the  unsatisfactory  cesspool 
situation  in  Wood  Lane  End.  Ministry  approval  to  a sewer  has  been 
received  and  1958  should  see  some  forty  properties  connected  to  town 
drainage.  Several  cottages  in  St.  Agnells  Lane  are  also  being  connected 
to  the  sewer,  and  this  will  allow  improvements,  including  provision  of 
bathrooms,  in  some  of  them. 

Three  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty  yards  of  foul  sewer  and 
5,056  yards  of  surface  water  sewer  were  laid  by  the  Council,  the 
Development  Corporation  and  private  developers. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities  

148 

77 

6 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

— 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 

Q 

1 

the  Local  Authority 

1 O 

7 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

21* 

81 

12 

— 

TOTAL  

185 

167 

19 

— 

* Sites  of  Building  operations  and  works  of  Engineering  construction. 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found : 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

ToH.M. 

Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

1 

1 

1 

Sanitary  conveniences : 

(a)  insufficient  

1 (4) 

(3) 

— 



— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  . 

9 (5) 

2 (4) 

— 



— 

TOTAL  

11  (9) 

3 (7) 

— 

1 

— 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  building  sites,  and  are  totalled  separately. 


3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  73 

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of  paper  ...  ...  133 

Miscellaneous 4 


Total  ...  ...  210 


12 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS 


Complaints 

Number  of  complaints  investigated  ... 

Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ... 

Housing  Act 

Housing  Act  Survey  

Rent  Act 
Overcrowding 
Council  house  removals 
Infectious  diseases  ... 

Water  supplies 

Rivers  and  streams 
Drainage  and  cesspools 
Moveable  dwellings 
Canal  boats 

Factories,  workplaces  and  building  sites 
Theatres,  cinemas  and  public  halls  ... 

Shops  Act 
Petroleum  Acts  ... 

Smoke  observations  and  boiler  house  visits  ... 

Demolitions 

Interviews 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  notice 
Pests  Act — rats  and  mice 
Other  visits 


418 


104 

93 

124 

68 

173 
316 
129 
321 

35 

514 

174 
35 

187 

31 

151 

362 

23 

103 

1,363 

1,021 

1,615 

1,096 


FOOD  premises: 

Slaughterhouses 

Food  shops  and  vans  ...  

Bakehouses 
Licensed  premises 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  ... 

Public  Market  foodstalls 

Watercress  beds 

Food  inspection  visits  ... 

Food  and  drugs  sampling 


75 

473 

18 

8 

108 

79 

125 

41 

115 

64 


Nuisances  Abated  : Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 


Houses 

Moveable  dwellings 
Food  premises 
Shops  (welfare) 
Petroleum 


1,041 

31 

117 

16 

63 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.56 

1957 

1957 

31.12.57 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Informal  ... 

...  101 

110 

149 

62 

Formal 

2 

2 

4 

— 

HOUSING  ACTS 

Informal  (Repairs) 

33 

23 

20 

36 

Formal  (Repairs) 

3 

5 

2 

6 

SHOPS  ACT 

Informal 

9 

16 

7 

18 

FACTORIES  ACT 

Informal 

9 

19 

16 

12 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 
Informal 

74 

65 

86 

53 

PETROLEUM  ACTS 

Informal 

22 

18 

28 

12 

253 

258 

312 

199 

HOUSING 

The  Rent  Act  1957  has  entailed  extra  work.  Unlike  its  predecessors, 
this  Act  provides  for  a tenant  to  submit  his  own  schedules  of  disrepair 
to  his  landlord.  If  the  local  authority  are  later  requested  to  issue  a 
certificate  of  disrepair,  the  Inspector  has  to  check  the  tenant’s  list — by  no 
means  an  easy  task  if  it  has  been  badly  compiled  in  the  first  place.  At 
the  same  time  full  Housing  and  Public  Health  Act  inspections  are 
carried  out  and  the  necessary  notices  subsequently  served. 

Fifteen  houses  were  represented  as  unfit;  fifteen  demolition  orders 
and  three  closing  orders  were  made  and  three  undertakings  accepted. 
Sixteen  dwellings  were  vacated  and  six  demolished. 

The  year  saw  new  house  construction  continuing  on  a large  scale, 
with  a total  of  1,127  houses  completed — 904  by  the  Development  Cor- 
poration, 148  by  the  Council  and  75  by  private  enterprise. 

The  Housing  Manager  remarks: — 

“The  completion  of  148  new  dwellings  during  the  year  was  a sub- 
stantial increase  on  the  previous  year’s  figures.  With  the  addition  of  a 
few  casual  vacancies  in  existing  properties  it  enabled  169  applicants  to 
be  housed  from  the  waiting  list  and  82  existing  tenants  to  be  transferred 
to  accommodation  more  suited  to  their  needs.  There  has  been  a sub- 
stantial increase  In  the  number  of  families  housed  from  slum  clearance 
properties  and  this  year  has  seen  the  completion  of  many  more  old 
people’s  dwellings,  both  bungalows  and  flats.  This  has  released  Council 
houses  for  families  with  young  children  and  has  helped  to  solve  the 
problem  of  same  of  the  old  people  on  the  waiting  list. 
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“ In  spite  of  all  this,  however,  the  waiting  list  still  numbers  nearly 
800.” 


During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

109 

62  three-bed.,  17  two-bed., 

18  one-bed.,  and  Old 

People’s  Bungalows. 

112 

(b)  Completed  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Prefabricated  . 

Nil 

— 

— 

Permanent  Brick  

148 

91  three-bed.,  35  two-bed., 

10  one-bed.,  and  12  Old 
People’s  Bungalows. 

75 

The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.57  was  as 
follows : — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.57  : 


Site 

Number 

houses 

Crabtree  Lane  

54 

Crabtree  Lane  

31 

Wood  Crescent  .... 

19 

Adeyfield  

102 

Adeyfield  

174 

Belswains  Estate  ... 

186 

Beechfield  Estate . . . 

188 

Oakdene  Road  

6 

Fairway  

40 

Stonelea  Road  

14 

Vauxhall  Road  .... 

14 

Seaton  Road  

1 

Deaconsfield  Road 

1 

Oliver  Road  

2 

Warners  End  

58 

Highfield  Estate  ... 

209 

Type 


Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 
Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 
Permanent  Prefabricated — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses,  1 and  2-bedroom  flats  and 
Old  People’s  Bungalows 
Permanent  Brick — 2,  3 and  4-bedroom 
houses,  and  bungalows. 

Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses  and  bungalows 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — -2  and  3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom  (143), 
2-bedroom  (46),  1 bedroom  (12)  and 
Old  People’s  Bungalows  (8) 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12.57  : 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Highfield  Scheme  5 ... 

26 

/ 62  three-bedroom,  17  two-bedroom,  18  one- 

\ bedroom  and  12  Old  People’s  bungalows 

Highfield  Scheme  6 ... 

83 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.57  : 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Beechfield  Scheme  7 . 

10 

Old  People’s  Bungalows 

Highfield  Scheme  8 ... 

46 

16  3-bedroom,  16  2-bedroom,  14  Old 
People’s  Bungalows 

Highfield  Scheme  9 ... 

40 

Old  People’s  dwellings 

Number  of  houses  requisitioned  at  end  of  1957  6 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  for  Council  houses  (after 

annual  review  early  in  1958) 798 

I am  indebted  to  the  Hemel  Hempstead  Development  Corporation 
for  the  following  information  regarding  the  progress  of  the  New  Town: — 

1.  Housing 

During  1957,  904  dwellings  were  completed,  comprising: — 

20  one-bedroom 
378  two-bedroom 
430  three-bedroom 
76  four-bedroom 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  completed  at  31st  December,  1957, 
was  7,109. 
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The  904  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  were  distributed  as 
follows: — 


Adeyfield 320 

Bennetts  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Chaulden 99 

Warners  End  329 

Gadebridge  132 

Town  Centre  6 


The  number  of  dwellings  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1957 

was: — 


Adeyfield 43 

Bennetts  End  19 

Chaulden 

Warners  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Gadebridge  392 

Town  Centre  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Total  ...  480 


One  thousand  and  thirty-five  dwellings  were  newly  occupied  during 
the  year,  thus  bringing  the  number  of  newcomers  to  the  town  as  a result 
of  the  Corporation’s  development  to  24,300. 

2.  Industry 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  32  new  factories,  with  a total  floor  space  of 
1,083,000  sq.  ft.  were  in  operation,  employing  in  all  5,200  people.  Fac- 
tories and  extensions  under  construction  at  that  date  had  a combined 
floor  space  of  238,000  sq.  ft. 

3.  Shops 

By  the  end  of  1957,  109  new  shops  had  been  built  in  the  town 
centre,  and  102  in  neighbourhood  shopping  centres.  At  the  same  time, 
five  town  centre  and  six  neighbourhood  shops  were  under  construction. 

4.  Schools 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  one  Secondary  Grammar  and  two  Secondary 
Modern  Schools,  and  ten  Primary  School  Departments  had  been  built  by 
Hertfordshire  County  Council  during  the  course  of  New  Town  develop- 
ment. Two  more  Primary  School  Departments  were  in  the  course  of 
construction. 

The  number  of  children  of  age  5 — 15  years  in  Development  Cor- 
poration houses  at  the  end  of  1957  was  estimated  to  be  5,250. 

5.  Other  Buildings 

Other  buildings  completed  during  1957  include  the  new  library  in 
the  town  centre,  four  churches  (Church  of  England  at  Warners  End, 
Roman  Catholic  in  Bennetts  End,  Presbyterian  at  Chaulden  and  Baptist 
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at  Gadebridge),  and  the  Tudor  Rose  public  house  in  Chaulden.  The 
new  police  station,  a permanent  community  hall  in  Chaulden  and  a 
Church  of  England  Church  in  Bennetts  End  were  all  nearing  completion. 

6.  General 

By  the  end  of  1957,  Bennetts  End  neighbourhood  unit  was  nearing 
the  settled  state  already  reached  by  Adeyfield.  Chaulden  and  Warners 
End  were  treading  on  their  heels,  and  each  developing  a lively  com- 
munity spirit.  More  than  four  hundred  people  were  living  in  the  newest 
neighbourhood,  at  Gadebridge,  surrounded  by  houses  at  various  stages 
of  construction,  which  would  soon  bring  their  number  into  thousands. 

In  the  industrial  area,  the  progress  in  housing  was  being  matched 
by  the  building  of  new  factories  and  the  extension  of  several  existing 
ones. 

In  the  town  centre,  the  first  stage  of  development  was  virtually 
completed.  In  addition  to  the  shops  already  mentioned,  more  than 
40,000  sq.  ft.  of  offices  had  been  built,  and  three  of  the  four  banks  in 
Bank  Court  were  in  operation. 

Throughout  the  year,  engineering  works  were  in  progress  for  the 
second  half  of  the  town  centre,  which  will  provide  a substantial  increase 
in  shopping  and  office  accommodation,  and  include  such  features  as 
two-storey  shopping  and  a bridge  across  Marlowes  linking  both  sides  of 
the  shopping  centre. 


Caravans 


A small  number  of  caravans  on  approved  sites  remained  occupied; 
at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  ten  which  had  received  approval  from 
the  Court,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council 
Act,  for  periods  of  one  or  two  years.  Approval  is  given,  subject  to 
various  public  health  conditions  including  sanitary  accommodation,  dis- 
posal of  waste  water,  provision  of  sink,  water  supply  and  adequate 
approach  path  and  maintaining  the  dwelling  in  good  repair.  In  all  cases 
occupancy  is  limited  to  the  applicant  and  his  family. 

Difficulty  is  experienced  with  the  gypsy  type  of  van  dweller,  who 
camps  on  road  verges  or  in  green  lanes  and  woods  and  usually  leaves 
rubbish  strewn  around  the  site  he  has  occupied.  Arrangements  were 
made  whereby  the  police  may  prosecute  under  the  Council’s  byelaws, 
where  applicable,  and  powers  to  take  immediate  action  under  either  the 
byelaws  or  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  Act  have  been  delegated 
to  a sub-committee  of  the  Public  Health,  Planning  and  Licensing 
Committee. 


Canal  Boats 

Fifteen  boats  were  inspected,  six  being  found  unsatisfactory.  The 
condition  of  boats  generally  has  improved  in  the  past  few  years,  as 
arrears  of  maintenance  have  been  made  up,  and  it  would  seem  that  boats 
are  now  receiving  attention  at  fairly  regular  intervals. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  Hygiene 

Most  food  premises  in  the  town  have  had  their  first  inspection  under 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  This  affords  an  opportunity  not  only  to 
investigate  both  premises  and  methods,  but  also  to  discuss  with  manage- 
ment and  staff  the  Regulations  themselves,  their  intention  and  their 
application  to  that  particular  trade.  The  personal  touch  is  so  very 
important,  for  food  traders  must  understand  the  principles  behind  the 
regulations  before  they  can  apply  them  successfully. 

The  food  stalls  on  the  open  market  need  constant  attention,  and 
considerable  time  is  spent  on  this  work.  Market  traders  are  by  no 
means  all  hygiene  conscious,  nor  will  they  miss  any  opportunity  to 
improve  their  display  area  by  removing  screens  and  so  exposing  the 
food  to  greater  risk  of  contamination. 

Various  warnings  have  been  issued  regarding  infringements,  but  no 
proceedings  have  been  instituted. 


Retail  Food  Premises 

The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December,  1957,  was: — - 


Butchers  34 

Fishmongers — Wet  and  dried  fish  only  2 

Wet,  dried  and  fried  fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Grocers  60 

Greengrocers 25 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade — not  included  above)  ...  29 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  64 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-Licences)  ...  ...  ...  57 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

C af es  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservation,  etc.  ...  ...  41 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Number  of  premises  concerned  in  above  ...  277 


Milk  Distribution 

The  seven  dairy  premises  and  the  various  retail  distributors  handle 
only  milk  which  is  bottled  in  other  districts. 


Slaughterhouses 

Slaughtering  is  confined  to  two  small  slaughterhouses  belonging  to 
butchers  in  adjoining  premises.  All  animals  killed  were  inspected. 
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Carcases  inspected  and  condemned  at  slaughterhouses : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed 





55 

482 

45 

— 

Number  inspected  

— 

— 

55 

482 

45 

— 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS  I 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY  I 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

_ 

.. 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.4 

— 

No  cysticercosis  was  found 


Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

Thirty  complaints  were  made  by  consumers  that  food  they  had 
purchased  was  not  fit  to  eat.  They  include: — 

Moth  and  grubs  in  breakfast  oats  : Prosecution  pending. 

Decomposing  cod  cutlet : Prosecution  pending. 

Dirty  milk  bottle  : Prosecution  pending. 

Mould  in  pies,  bread,  apple  slices  : Warnings  sent. 

Bad  meat : Stored  overnight  in  open  larder  in  both  cases. 

Minced  meat  at  a nursery  school : Bad  handling  by  kitchen 
staff. 

Glass  in  school  milk  : Warning  sent. 

Glass  in  soft  drink  : Warning  sent. 

Plastic  toy  in  milk  bottle  : Warning  sent. 

Grease  in  loaf  : Warning  sent. 

Dirty  orange  juice  bottle  : Warning  sent. 

Weevils  in  rice  : Warning  sent. 

Many  calls  are  received  from  traders  to  visit  their  premises  and 
examine  foodstuffs  which  they  consider  may  be  unfit  for  food;  a high 
proportion  of  these  items  are  tins  or  packets.  Unfit  foodstuffs  are  dis- 
posed of  under  supervision  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip.  The  following 
foodstuffs  were  dealt  with: — 


Fresh  Meat  and  Offal 294  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  471  lbs. 

Fish  286  lbs. 

Tins,  Jars  or  Packets 849 

Other  goods  12  lbs. 
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(a)  MILK 


Samples  Taken 


Designated  Milk — 

Produced  in  Borough 

Produced  outside  Borough 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Pasteurised  

Nil 

Nil 

44 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Farm  Bottled)  ... 

17 

5 

19 

2 

(b)  ICE  CREAM 


Bacteriological  Examination 


No.  of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Grades  I and  II 

Grades  III  and  IV 

10 

7 

3 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  Borough. 


Food  and  Drugs  Sampling 


The  102  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  included  46 
formal  samples.  He  commented  on  six  samples: — 

1.  Channel  Island  Milk : A sample  of  Channel  Island  milk,  bottled 
at  a local  farm,  contained  only  3.70%  of  milk  fat,  a deficiency  of  74%. 
Investigation  showed  that  the  milk  was  not  being  properly  mixed  at  the 
farm;  subsequent  samples  were  satisfactory. 

2 and  3.  Pork  Sausages : Two  samples  contained  62%  and  63%  of 
pork,  and  the  Analyst  commented  “ a little  low  ” and  “ just  passable 
Vendors  were  informed. 

4 and  5.  Preservatives  in  sausages : Two  samples  of  pork  sausages 
were  found  to  contain  preservatives  within  the  limits  allowed,  but  no 
notices  were  displayed  in  the  shops  at  the  time  of  sale.  Offenders  were 
warned. 

6.  Sir  op  Franqais : A market  vendor  claimed  verbally  that  this 
syrup  was  better  than  a well-known  blackcurrant  drink.  The  Analyst 
reported  that  the  claim  could  not  be  supported  and  the  vendor  was 
warned. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

26 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

30 

1 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  

7 

6 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Non-paralytic) 

12 

12 

Nil 

Measles  

186 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery  

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Meningococcal  Infection  

2 

2 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  Fever  

1 

1 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

2 

2 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis (P) 

I 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis (NP) 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

J Erysipelas 

j Puerperal 
Pyrexia 

Under  1 year  ... 

— 

2 

— 





— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 to  2 years  . 

3 

3 

1 

— 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 to  3 years  . 

1 

2 

1 

— 

29 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 to  4 years  . 

4 

5 

1 

— 

19 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 to  5 years  . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

5 to  10  years  . 

12 

14 

— 

6 

91 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

10  to  15  years  . 

3 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

15  to  20  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  to  35  years  . 

— 

— 

4 

3 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

35  to  45  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

45  to  65  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

65  years  & over 

Age  unknown  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Cases 

Notified  

26 

30 

7 

12 

186 

12 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1957  

191 

171 

19 

29 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year 

28 

21 

4 

4 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers- in,  etc.)  

25 

23 

6 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register 
during  the  year : 

(a)  Died  from  the  disease 

3 

(b)  Died  from  other 
causes  

. _ r 

_ 

_ 

_____ 

(c)  Left  District  and 
other  reasons  

25 

22 

4 

4 

Total  number  of  cases  re- 
maining on  the  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

219 

190 

19 

35 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — 1 years  ... 

_ 

. 

_ 



m 

1 — 5 years  ... 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

“ 

5 — 10  years  ... 

1 

1 



— 

— — 

— 

— 

*—■ 

10 — 15  years  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— _ 

— 



15 — 20  years  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 



— ~ 

„ 

20 — 25  years  ... 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  . 

11 

9 

1 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

35—45  years  ... 

8 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

45 — 55  years  ... 

4 

— . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

Totals  

28 

21 

4 

4 

— 

3 

— 

— 

23 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 

The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,249  acres  and  contains 
the  parishes  of  Kings  Langley,  Flaunden,  Bovingdon,  Great  Gaddesden, 
Flamstead  and  Markyate. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid-1957  ...  13,050 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1957  ...  4,052 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1957  £134,149 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1957/5 % £517 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  104  97  201 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 5 10 


Total  ...  109  102  211 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population : 16.2. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.2. 

STILL-BIRTHS : 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  ...  ...  1 3 4 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 

Total  ...  I 3 4 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  Births : 18.6. 

DEATHS : 

Males,  69,  Females  68 137 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  ...  10.5 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  12.0 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE : 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - — • — 


Total  ...  1 — 1 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  5.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.08 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.08 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  ...  1.00 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.76 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  but 

including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ,..  0.00 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (children  under  2 years  of  age)  ...  0.00 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1957  was 
13,050  as  compared  with  12,720  at  mid-1956.  The  natural  increase  of 
the  population,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  74,  compared 
with  82  for  the  previous  year. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  these  are 
1.00  and  1.14  respectively.  The  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity 
indicates  that  your  population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distri- 
bution the  standard  population  of  the  country. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  211  live  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of 
seven  over  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  16.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  16.1  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  four  still  births  were  registered  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  one  on  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth  rate 
was  18.6  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  14.4  for  the 
previous  year  and  with  22.4  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Rural  District  was  137,  an 
increase  of  15  on  the  total  for  the  year  1956. 
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The  adjusted  death  rate  was  12.0  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  10.4  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.5  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were : Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer  and 
Respiratory  Diseases. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  4.7  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  24.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  23.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males  Females  Total 


Under  1 year 
1 — 5 years 
5 — 10  years 
10 — 15  years 
15—20  years 
20 — 25  years 
25 — 35  years 
35 — 45  years 
45 — 55  years 
55 — 65  years 
65 — 70  years 
70 — 75  years 
75 — 80  years 
80 — 85  years 
85 — 90  years 
90  years  and  over 


1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 

8 

3 

11 

12 

9 

21 

4 

4 

8 

10 

10 

20 

13 

12 

25 

9 

14 

23 

4 

10 

14 

5 

5 

10 

all  causes  ...  69  68  137 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1957 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— • 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

~-f 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— ”* 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

- — 

— 

" — 1 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

— -9 



— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

1 

1 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

5 

— 

5 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

12 

3 

15 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

16 

27 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

14 

8 

22 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

3 

16 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

8 

24 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

2 

6 

8 

22. 

Influenza  

— 



— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

3 

5 

8 

24. 

Bronchitis  

3 

1 

4 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

— — 

1 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

2 

— 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

- — 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

2 

3 

5 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

1 

2 

2 

35. 

Suicide  

2 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

69 

68 

137 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  samples  taken  during  1957: — 

Public  4 

Private  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 (1  unsatisfactory) 
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The  supply  position  is  materially  as  reported  for  1956.  A short 
length  of  mains  extension  was  completed  during  the  year  in  the  Water 
End  area  of  Potten  End. 


The  bacterial  purity  of  the  public  supplies  remains  excellent. 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  population 
supplied  from  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table; 
caravans  have  not  been  included  as  “ stand-pipe  supply  — 


Parish 

Population 

* 

(a)  Direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  By  means  of 
Standpipes 

* Houses 

Pop’n 

* Houses 

Pop’n 

Bovingdon  ............... 

2,640 

780 

2,467 

20 

72 

Flaunden  

211 

54 

180 

10 

21 

Kings  Langley  

4,372 

1,325 

4,372 

Nil 

Nil 

Chipperfield  

1,640 

487 

1,607 

10 

33 

Flamstead  ............... 

1,400 

292 

1,070 

100 

330 

Great  Gaddesden  

1,050 

310 

978 

20 

72 

Markyate  

2,200 

664 

2,200 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  ... 

13,513 

3,912 

12,874 

160 

528 

* Estimated  figures. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

The  main  details  are  as  outlined  for  1956.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
the  lack  of  main  drainage  facilities  in  villages  makes  the  practical 
carrying  out  of  the  Food  Regulations  more  difficult  than  in  sewered 
areas. 

No  progress  has  been  made  with  the  main  drainage  of  Bovingdon. 
The  advancement  of  the  scheme  for  Flamstead  is  small,  amounting  to 
the  purchase  of  a site  for  a pumping  station. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  after  Ministry  delay,  orders  were  finally 
given  for  the  sewage  system  for  Great  Gaddesden  village.  Plans  are  in 
hand  for  the  sewering  of  Jockey  End,  Gaddesden  Row. 


Night  Soil  Collection 

Weekly  collections  of  pail  closets  is  made  at  Bovingdon,  Flaunden, 
Chipperfield  and  Great  Gaddesden.  Houses  with  more  than  four 
occupiers  are  dealt  with  twice  a week.  There  are  very  few  pail  closets 
in  Kings  Langley  and  Markyate,  and  these  are  dealt  with  privately. 

There  are  approximately  800  pail  closets,  200  of  which  are  collected 
twice  weekly. 
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Cesspool  Emptying 

Arrangements  for  disposal  have  been  reasonably  satisfactory  over 
the  year,  but  the  disposal  problem  in  the  Southern  Parishes  is  not  satis- 
factory on  a long  term  basis. 

From  1st  April  the  Council  inaugurated  a scheme  giving  one  free 
emptying  (maximum  of  two  loads)  to  most  premises.  Occupiers  are 
encouraged  to  register  premises,  and  it  is  contemplated  to  cover  the 
district  by  rota  throughout  the  year  as  respects  premises  requiring 
emptying  only  once  a year. 

Owners  of  property  are  advised  to  convert  cesspools  to  septic  tanks 
as  far  as  possible.  The  cost  of  cesspool  emptying  (now  fixed  at  £1  per 
load)  is  a detested  charge  and  many  occupiers  are  prepared  to  suffer 
considerable  nuisance  rather  than  pay. 

The  general  public  know  very  little  about  the  principles  of  cesspool 
drainage.  When  responsible  builders  and  architects  construct  installa- 
tions that  can  only  cause  trouble  in  the  years  to  come,  it  is  inevitable 
that  the  health  department  meets  with  opposition  from  householders  who 
have  to  pay  a cesspool  emptying  charge  over  and  above  that  which  they 
expected. 

The  fairly  complicated  office  system  required  to  give  instructions 
for  the  right  cesspool  to  be  emptied  at  the  right  time  has  worked  exceed- 
ingly well. 

The  department  uses  two  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  1,100  gallon  tankers, 
with  an  800  gallon  Dennis  vehicle  in  reserve. 

During  the  year  3,012  loads  were  removed  (2,715  in  1956);  approxi- 
mately 3}  million  gallons.  There  are  approximately  1,200  cesspools  in 
the  district. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  story  of  this  service  is  an  account  of  the  supply  and  demand  of 
unskilled  labour.  During  the  year,  the  extension  of  the  Vauxhall  factory 
at  Luton  and  the  high  rate  of  wages  paid,  produced  labour  shortage  for 
a period  until  wage  rates  were  adjusted  to  meet  changed  conditions. 

An  attempt  was  made  during  the  year  to  adjust  the  frequency  of 
refuse  collection  in  the  Kings  Langley  area  to  once  every  seven  working 
days  (as  against  the  present  eight).  This  attempt  had  to  be  abandoned 
due  to  mechanical  difficulties  but  will  be  re-started  as  soon  as  possible. 
Otherwise  arrangements  are  as  for  last  year. 

The  fly  nuisance  at  the  refuse  dump  at  Kings  Langley  seems  to  be 
an  annual  recurrence.  Attempts  will  be  made  next  year  to  treat  each 
load  of  refuse  with  insecticide  in  the  vehicle  itself  before  tipping. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Number  of  contracts  in  force,  31st  December,  1957  23 

Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year ...  112 

Number  of  visits  made  486 

Infestations  of  sewers  by  rats  were  dealt  with  at  Kings  Langley  and 
Markyate. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  : 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

8 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

70 

6 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

7 

14 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

85 

20 

1 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Particulars 

Number  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

Uusuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

■ — 

1 

■ — 

TOTAL  

1 

1 

— ■ 

1 

— 

3.  Outworkers 


Nil 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections 


GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  309 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  Supply 16 

Drainage  134 

Movable  dwellings  81 

Public  cleansing  130 

Cesspool  and  refuse  disposal 58 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Miscellaneous ...  27 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Interviews  125 

Petroleum  storage  14 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

food  premises: 

Bakehouses  5 

Butchers  and  slaughterhouses 83 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Dairies 2 

Restaurants,  cafes  and  canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Fish  shops  6 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.56 

1957 

1957 

31.12.57 

Formal 

Nil 

4 

4 

Nil 

Informal 

52 

•••  ••• 

101 

143 

10 

Total  ...  52 

105 

147 

10 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 


Dustbins  32 

Houses  with  defective  windows  and  doors  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dangerous  structures  12 

Houses  with  defective  roofs  10 

Drainage  31 

Cleanliness  1 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  10 

General  dampness 15 

Pail  closets 3 

Floors  2 

Miscellaneous  33 

Animals  1 

Houses  disinfected 2 
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HOUSING 


During  the  year  1957,  38  premises  have  been  made  subject  to 
Demolition  Orders,  Closing  Orders  and  Undertakings.  Seven  Certificates 
of  Disrepair  were  granted  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957.  Housing  is  in  such 
a state  of  flux  at  present  that  it  is  difficult  to  give  a sound  appreciation 
of  the  picture.  It  is  not  possible  to  relate  the  number  of  unfit  houses  in 
the  district  strictly  to  a building  programme  for  the  reason  that  many 
people  prefer,  for  quite  good  reasons,  to  occupy  unfit  dwellings  rather 
than  Council  houses,  and  this  authority  has  not  yet  found  itself  willing 
to  force  eviction  from  such  unfit  houses. 


The  worst  property  in  Markyate  has  now  been  dealt  with,  but  unless 
rented  properties  there  and  throughout  the  district  are  reasonably  main- 
tained, there  will  be  further  deterioration. 


It  is  my  personal  opinion  that,  sooner  or  later,  by  one  means  or 
another,  most  rented  houses  of  the  smaller  type  will  come  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  Housing  Authority.  This  solution  will  have  as 
many,  but  different,  difficulties  as  the  present  system. 


During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 


(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

67 

3-bedroom  (27)  and  2-bedroom 
(16)  houses;  2-bedroom  flats 
(16)  and  1 -bedroom  bungalows 
(8) 

51 

(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

58 

3-bedroom  (26)  and  2-bedroom 
(10),  2-bedroom  flats  (16)  and 

1 -bedroom  bungalows  (6) 

66 

The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.57  was  as 
follows : — 
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(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.57: 


Site 

Number  of 
houses 

Type 

Markyate : 

Buckwood  Road  

45 

Brick,  3-bedroom  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Buckwood  Road  

11 

Arcon,  2-bedroom,  Temporary 

Cowper  Road  

61 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour,  2-bedroom  and  1 -bed- 
room flats 

Home  Farm  Estate 

Kings  Langley: 

56 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroom,  non- 
parlour 

Rucklers  Lane  

36 

Uni-Seco,  2-bedroom,  temporary 
(24),  Brick  3-bedroom,  parlour (12) 

Barnes  Estate  

45 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, and  2-bedroom 

Bury  Estate  

30 

Unity,  2-bedroom  bungalows 

Coniston  Road  

6 

Brick,  2-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Wesley  Estate  

42 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour;  2- 
bedroom  and  1 -bedroom  flats 

Edmund  Estate 

30 

Brick,  3-bedroom  houses  (8);  2-bed- 
room flats  (16)  and  1 -bedroom 
bungalows  (6) 

Flamstead  

53 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroom,  parlour 
and  non-parlour;  Airey  & Tim- 

Chipperfield  : 

ber,  3-bedroom,  parlour  (10) 

Nunfield  

36 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour; 2-bedroom  and  1 -bed- 
room flats 

Croft  Estate 

10 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Bovingdon : 

Hyde  Meadows  

118 

Brick,  Airey  & Unity;  3-bedroom, 
parlour  and  non-parlour 

Old  Dean  

36 

2-bedroom  flats 

Bovingdon  

30 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Gaddesden  Row : 

Jockey  End  

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Great  Gaddesden  

6 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Flaunden  

6 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12.  57: 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Kings  Langley 

30 

2-bedroom  houses  (14) 
2-bedroom  flats  (16) 

30 

— 

Bovingdon  

11 

3-bedroom  houses 

11 

4 

Markyate  

30 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  (22); 

1 -bedroom  flats  (8) 

30 
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(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.5  7 : 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Chipperfield  

14 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses 

Great  Gaddesden  ...... 

6 

3-bedroom  houses 

Markyate  

14 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  1 -bedroom 
flats 

Number  of  houses  requisitioned  at  the  end  of  1957  6 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  1957  ...  181 


Caravans 


The  Council  carefully  considered  the  caravan  position  during  the 
year  and  decided  to  refuse  to  renew  any  licences  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  except  in  exceptional  conditions.  On  one  site  of  24  caravans  the 
owner  appealed  successfully  in  the  Court  against  this  decision. 


There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  caravans  for  permanent  occupation 
by  families  are  unsatisfactory.  It  requires  legislation  to  deal  with  the 
problem.  There  are  36  sites  in  the  district  with  104  caravans. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Production  and  Distribution 


REGISTER 

Number  of  dairies  registered  (not  being  dairy  farms)  ...  2 

Number  of  distributors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  dealers  licensed  to  sell  tuberculin  tested  milk  ...  6 

Number  of  supplementary  pasteurised  licences  4 

Number  of  supplementary  sterilised  licences 4 


36 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  now  four  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  (an 
increase  of  one  over  last  year) — one  old  slaughterhouse  having  been 
re-opened.  Simultaneous  slaughtering  at  the  two  opposite  ends  of  the 
district  makes  100%  inspection  impractical,  but  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  the  slaughterhouse  users  has  improved. 

During  the  year  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  fell  further,  but 
parasitic  livers  in  cattle  showed  a marked  increase,  presumably  as  a 
result  of  a wet  summer. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  

74 

18 

393 

341 

454 

2 

_ 

Number  inspected  

71 

13 

201 

245 

384 

2 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

13 

1 

7 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

18 

— 

— 

0.4 

2 

— 

- — 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

2 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  insp- 
ected affected  with  tuberculosis 

3 

— 

0.5 

— 

0.3 

— 

— 

No  horses  were  slaughtered  and  no  cysticereosis  was  found 


OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES 

There  are  four  bakehouses  (mostly  used  for  pastry  manufacture), 
three  fish  frying  premises,  22  cafes  and  restaurants  and  39  public  houses 
in  the  district.  Some  of  the  public  houses  are  the  subject  of  long-drawn 
negotiations  with  the  owners  for  improvements. 

Generally  speaking,  the  Clean  Food  Regulations  have  been  reason- 
ably observed.  Four  premises  were  subject  to  criticism,  but  on  repre- 
sentations being  made,  improvements  took  place. 
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FOODSTUFFS  FOUND  TO  BE  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 

Twelve  cans  peeled  tomatoes. 

38  lbs.  cheese. 

Two  hindquarters,  two  legs  and  one  sirloin  beef. 

One  leg  pork. 

Twenty-eight  8 oz.  tins  baked  beans. 

One  14  oz.  tin  tomatoes. 

One  2 lb.  3 oz.  tin  tomatoes. 

3 lbs.  prunes. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 


Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (paralytic)  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (non-paralytic) 
Measles  


Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

33 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

3 

1 

Nil 

97 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis (P) 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis (NP) 

Measles 

Under  1 year  

3 

- 

. 

- 

1 — 2 years  

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

2—3  „ 

— 

2 

— 

— 

10 

3—4  „ 

— 

2 

— 

— 

9 

4—  5 „ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

20 

5—10  „ 

2 

17 

— 

2 

52 

10—15  .,  

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

15—20  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

1 

20—35  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  „ 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45—65  „ 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  

Total  Cases  Notified  

3 

33 

1 

3 

97 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1957  

48 

35 

19 

15 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

4 

3 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

6 

2 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year: 

(a)  Died  from  the  disease 

1 

(b)  Died  from  other 
causes  

. 

2 

___ _ 

_ 

(c)  Left  District  and 
other  reasons  

7 

3 

2 

2 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

51 

34 

17 

13 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — 1 years  ... 

„ 

. 



- 

- 

1 — 5 years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—10  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 15  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

» 

25 — 35  years  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

35 — 45  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

" 

“ 

~ 

Totals  

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


Area 


1,982  acres 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1957  ...  12,010 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,863 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1957  £191,220 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1957/58  ...  ...  £774 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

96 

96 

Illegitimate 

6 

2 

Total 

192 

8 


Total  ...  102  98  200 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : 16.6. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : 17.2. 

STILL  BIRTHS: 


Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 

Total  ...  1 1 2 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births  : 9.9. 
DEATHS: 

Males  69,  Females  50 119 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  ...  9.9 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  9.7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male  Female  Total 

...  3 3 6 

1 — 1 

Total  ...  4 3 7 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE : 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  35.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  ...  ...  31.3 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  ...  ...  125.0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30.0 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.08 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.08 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  ...  1.42 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.67 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  but 

including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  ...  ...  ...  0.08 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (children  under  two  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-GeneraFs  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1957  was 
12,010  as  compared  with  11,820  at  mid- 1956.  The  natural  increase  of 
the  population,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  81. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  were  1.03  and  0.98  respectively.  The  close  approxima- 
tion of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that  the  population  of  your  district 
nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the  standard  population 
of  the  country. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  200  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  16 
on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  16.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.1  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers  two  still  births  were  registered  during 
the  year,  a decrease  of  five  over  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth  rate 
was  9.9  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  36.7  for  the 
previous  year  and  with  22.4  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  119  (69 
males,  50  females),  a decrease  of  23  on  the  total  for  the  year  1956. 
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The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  11.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.5  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were : Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Respiratory 
Diseases  and  Cancer. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  35.0  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  43.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  23.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 

Males 

4 

Females 

3 

Total 

1 

1 — 5 years 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  years 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 15  years 

— , 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years 

- — 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years 

— * 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years 

1 

1 

2 

35 — 45  years 

1 

1 

2 

45 — 55  years 

9 

3 

12 

55 — 65  years 

13 

2 

15 

65 — 70  years 

13 

4 

17 

70 — 75  years 

7 

3 

10 

75—80  years 

6 

6 

12 

80 — 85  years 

7 

11 

18 

85 — 90  years 

6 

13 

19 

90  years  and  over  ... 

2 

3 

5 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

69 

50 

119 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1957 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  ..!  

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  ..!  

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

5 

5 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— • 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

11 

3 

14 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

11 

22 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

11 

3 

14 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

2 

— 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

6 

9 

15 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

1 

2 

3 

22. 

Influenza  

1 

— 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  

4 

6 

10 

24. 

Bronchitis  

5 

1 

6 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

— ■ 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

— 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

4 

6 

10 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

1 

4 

5 

35. 

Suicide  

1 

2 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

69 

50 

119 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1957 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Prematurity 

3 



— 

— 

3 

— 

- 

. 

— — 

3 

Asphyxia  ... 

Congenital  Mal- 
formations (in- 
cluding Con- 
genital Heart 

1 

1 

1 

Diseases 

Broncho- 

2 

■ 

2 

" " 

■ 



* 

2 

pneumonia  ... 

" 

1 

" 

■ ■ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

TOTALS  

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

1 

— 

7 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  whole  area  of  the  Urban  district 
are  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company . 

The  quantity  of  supply  is  sufficient  and  the  quality  of  the  water  con- 
tinues to  maintain  a high  level  of  purity. 

The  Urban  District  Council  submits  monthly  samples  for  bacterio- 
logical examination;  these  are  taken  after  chlorination  of  the  supply. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  for  plumbo-solvent  contamination. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  is  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 


Population  * 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

11,950 

3,846 

11,945 

4 

5 

* estimated 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,  3, 

4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

6 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

61 

80 

10 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

7 

3 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

74 

87 

10 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found : 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re- 
lating to  Outwork)  

10 

10 

1 

1 

— 

TOTAL  

10 

10 

I 

1 

— 

3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  3 

Total  3 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS 


Complaints 

Complaints  received 290 


Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 


Dwelling-houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts 

Council  properties  inspected 
Requisitioned  premises 
Infectious  diseases 

Housing  enquiries — cases  of  overcrowding 
Factories 

Water  supply  ... 

Drainage  inspections 

Cinemas 

Common  lodging  houses 
Revisits  to  premises  under  Notice 
Swimming  pools 
Interviews 
Miscellaneous  visits 
Sewage  farms  and  tips  . 

Pet  shops 

Hostels 

Rodent  control  ... 


298 

30 

13 

16 

20 

87 

18 

84 

3 

6 

137 

9 

780 

516 

8 

2 

2 

1,654 


FOOD  premises: 

Dairies  and  milkshops  .. 
Bakehouses 
Provision  stores 

Meat  shops  

Cafe  premises  ... 
Market  inspections 
Ice  cream  premises 
Fried  fish  shops 
Slaughterhouses 


13 

60 

70 

48 

38 

45 

4 

34 

135 


sampling: 

Water — bacteriological 

Bath  Water — bacteriological  ... 

Ice  cream — bacteriological 


10 

9 

3 


Formal 

Informal 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding  Served 
31.12.56  1957 

2 12 

9 65 


Completed  Outstanding 
1957  31.12.57 

9 5 

60  14 


11  77  69  19 
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Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  ACTS 

Housing  defects  ...  24 

Dustbins  provided  36 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dampness  remedied 4 

Choked  drains  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

W.C.  fittings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Door  and  window  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sink  fittings  2 

Defective  floors  1 

Overflowing  cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chimneys  2 

Rats  and  mice  82 

Wasps 14 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Fencing  repaired  2 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Houses  disinfected  after  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  treated  for  vermin  and  household  pests  12 

Loads  of  bedding  steam-treated  3 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  premises  is  registered  under  the  above  Act.  Very  little  flock  is 
used  or  stored  and  no  sample  was  taken. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  two  common  lodging  houses  registered  with  the  Local 
Authority.  Both  these  premises  have  been  on  the  register  for  many  years 
and  are  reasonably  maintained  and  well  kept.  One,  the  Black  Horse, 
High  Street,  is  to  close  down  shortly  to  allow  for  structural  improvements 
to  the  licensed  premises. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  premises  only  is  registered  and  conditions  of  the  Act  are 
observed. 
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HOUSING 


No  further  progress  of  slum  clearance  can  be  reported  other  than 
that  which  was  mentioned  in  the  Report  for  1956.  It  can,  however,  be 
added  that  all  the  buildings  comprised  in  four  Clearance  Areas  are  now 
demolished,  and  the  only  buildings  still  to  be  demolished  are  those  con- 
tained in  the  Red  Lion  Yard  area  which  are  in  the  ownership  of  the 
County  Council.  Presumably  the  demolition  of  the  properties  is  linked 
with  the  development  of  the  wider  area. 

The  Government’s  policy  of  restriction  on  capital  expenditure 
during  the  year  and  its  effect  on  the  Council’s  building  programme  in 
some  measure  accounts  for  the  cessation  of  further  slum  clearance  action, 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  1958  will  see  a resumption  of  action  on  a more 
vigorous  and  wider  scale. 

The  following  summary  of  the  position  in  regard  to  the  provision 
of  Council  houses  is  given  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  R.  E. 
Hulse: — 


“ During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  remaining  22  single-person 
flafs  were  completed  on  Durrants  Estate  and  were  let  to  elderly  people. 
The  Council  were  able  to  rehouse  some  large  families  in  the  houses 
vacated  by  these  elderly  persons. 


“ Building  on  Durrants  Lane  frontage  of  Westfield  Estate  was  com- 
pleted during  the  year.  The  scheme  comprised  14  two-bedroomed  houses 
and  four  old  persons’  bungalows.  Of  these  18  dwellings,  10  were 
allocated  to  families  from  sub-standard  houses. 


“ A contract  was  let  during  the  year  for  the  development  of  roads 
and  sewers  on  Westfield  Estate.  Owing  to  the  Government’s  financial 
policy  the  Council  have  deferred  inviting  tenders  for  the  first  phase  of 
the  housing  development  comprising  92  dwellings  of  various  types  and 
2 shops. 


“ During  the  year  private  developers  have  made  a valuable  con- 
tribution by  completing  75  dwellings.” 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

64 
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(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

40 

Single  person  flats 

75 

The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.57  was  as 
follows : — • 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to  31.12.57  : 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Highfield  House  Estate  ... 

30 

Prefabricated  bungalows 

Swing  Gate  Lane  Estate  . 

20 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Victoria  Road  

10 

Unity,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Durrants  Farm  Estate 

430 

Brick,  4-bedroom;  3-bedroom; 
2-bedroom;  Old  Persons  Bun- 
galows; single  persons’  flats 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  commenced  but  not  completed  at  31.12.57  : 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Westfield  Estate  

200 

3 and  2-bedroomed 
houses;  Old  Persons’ 
Bungalows;  Flats  and  2 
shops 

18 

18 

Number  of  houses  requisitioned  by  the  Authority  at  31.12.57  ...  Nil 
Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1957  ...  ...  380 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Production  and  Distribution 


The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year: 


Dealer’s  licence  for  sale  of  Sterilised  milk 
Number  of  dairy  premises  in  the  district  ... 


Dealer’s  licence  for  sale  of  Pasteurised  milk 


Dealer’s  licence  for  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 


2 

2 

2 

2 


There  are  no  bottling  or  pasteurising  depots  within  the  area  and 
generally  the  dairy  premises,  which  are  well  kept,  are  merely  distribution 
depots  for  bottled  milk  which  is  brought  in  from  other  areas.  There  are 
only  two  dairy  herds  producing  milk  within  the  district  and  in  both 
cases  the  producer  is  licensed  under  the  Designated  Milk  Regulations. 


Ice  Cream 


Seventeen  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream. 
The  ice  cream  sold  is  prepacked  and  exclusive  to  national,  proprietary 
brands. 

One  premises  only  is  registered  for  manufacture  and  sale  and, 
although  small,  the  factory  with  its  modern  equipment  conforms  to  the 
highest  standard  of  hygiene  and  efficiency. 

i 

i 

Three  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  provisional  grading 
and  in  each  case  the  sample  was  satisfactory. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection 


The  two  slaughterhouses  licensed  by  the  Council  have  continued 
in  use.  Only  one  is  in  regular  use. 

Both  slaughterhouses  are  reasonably  well  maintained  and  no 
nuisance  has  arisen  in  connection  with  their  use.  The  conditions  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  (Meat  Regulations)  regarding  notification  of  slaughter 
have  been  observed.  All  carcases  are  subject  to  post-mortem  examina- 
tion. Condemned  meat  and  offal  continues  to  be  disposed  of  by 
incineration,  small  amounts  in  the  Urban  area,  large  amounts  in  the 
destructor  of  a neighbouring  Authority.  Unsound  tinned  food  is  disposed 
of  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other 
diseases  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  1957: — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

234 

10 

58 

519 

331 

— 

Number  inspected  

234 

10 

58 

519 

331 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

19 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

8.9 

1.7 

1.2 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

4 



— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  tuberculosis... 

1.7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  

__ 



. 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

Tins,  jars  and  packets 2,024 

Pork  and  beef  1,480  lbs. 


Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31.12.57 


Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Fishmongers — Wet  and  dried  fish  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Wet,  dried  and  fried  fish  4 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off  Licences)  ...  ...  ...  20 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cafes,  snackbars  and  tearooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

School  meals  service  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Works  canteen  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Number  of  Food  Premises  Registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  and  the  Number  of  Dairies  Registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

Sausage  making,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Little  comment  can  be  added  under  this  heading  which  has  not 
appeared  in  previous  Reports.  I can  only  say  that  proprietors  and 
occupiers  of  food  premises  generally  give  a willing  co-operation  in 
ensuring  that  as  far  as  possible  their  trade  or  businesses  are  conducted 
in  a manner  in  accordance  with  the  clean  food  laws. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

25 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (paralytic) 

1 

1 

Nil 

Measles  

182 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

1 

Nil 

Nil 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

j Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Poliomye- 

litis (paralytic) 

Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Under  1 year  

— 

1 

_ 

5 

i 

_____ 

1 — 2 years  

— 

5 

— 

10 

— 

— 

2—  3 



5 

24 

■ 

_ 

3—4  „ 

3 

22 



4—  5 , 

3 

16 

5—10  „ 

2 

8 

— 

90 

— 

— 

10—15  „ 

1 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

15—20  „ 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

20- — 35  ,,  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  „ 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

• — • 

— 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

65  years  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

• — 

Age  unknown  

— 





Total  Cases  Notified  . 

4 

25 

1 

182 

4 

1 
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Infecti  ous 

Hepatitis 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


• 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1957  

43 

46 

T 

7 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year 

1 

3 

3 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.) 

2 

2 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year : 

(a)  Died  from  the  disease 

1 

(b)  Died  from  other 
causes  

_ 

_ 

(c)  Left  District  and 
other  reasons  

4 

4 

3 

— 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

40 

46 

6 

10 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  l 

1—  5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— — 

— 



45—55 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

— 

— 





— 

— 

— 

— 

65  & upwards  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

1 

3 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


I.  General  Statistics 

The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes  of 
Northchurch,  Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with  Potten 
End),  Little  Gaddesden  and  Puttenham  which  comprises  an  area  of 


17,572  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid-1957  ...  6,250 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1957  ...  1,845 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1957  ...  £70,749 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1957/58  ...  ...  ...  £278 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  33  40  73 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 2 2 


Total  ...  33  42  75 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : 12.0. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : 11.8. 

STILL-BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 3 

Illegitimate 


Total  ...  3 — 3 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births  : 38.5 
DEATHS: 

Males  31,  Females  28  ... 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate 


59 

9.4 

9.2 

Nil 

0.00 
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NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE : 


Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


Total  ...  3 — 3 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  . . . 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 


40.0 

41.1 
0.00 
26.7 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  0.00 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  0.08 
Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.76 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  but 

including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (children  under  two  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1957  was 
6,250  as  compared  with  6.080  at  mid- 1956.  The  natural  increase  of  the 
population  last  year,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  16. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  are  0.98 
and  0.97  respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  comparable  with 
the  adjusted  rates  for  other  areas  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a 
whole. 

The  close  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that  your 
population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the  standard 
population  of  the  country. 


Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year, 
after  allowing  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  75,  a decrease 
of  15  as  compared  with  1956. 
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The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  12.0  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  15.1  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.1  for  England 
and  Wales. 


Still-Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  three  still-births  were  registered  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  38.5  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as 
compared  with  11.0  in  the  previous  year  and  with  22.4  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  59  (males  31, 
females  28),  a decrease  of  three  on  the  total  for  the  year  1956. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  com- 
pared with  9.3  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.5  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were : Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer  and 
Respiratory  Diseases. 


Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  40.0  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  22.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  23.0  for  England  and  Wales. 
The  neo-natal  mortality  rate  was  26.7  per  1,000  live  births. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males  Females  Total 


Under  1 year 
1 — 5 years 
5 — 10  years 
10 — 15  years 
15 — 20  years 
20 — 25  years 
25 — 35  years 
35 — 45  years 
45 — 55  years 
55 — 65  years 
65 — 70  years 
70 — 75  years 
75 — 80  years 
80 — 85  years 
85 — 90  years 
90  years  and  over 


1 1 


1 — 1 

2 4 6 

5 3 8 

8 3 11 

6 4 10 

2 4 6 

2 3 5 

2 4 6 

2 2 


ALL  CAUSES  ...  31  28  59 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1957 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 



5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

1 

1 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

3 

— 

3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

3 

1 

4 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

3 

4 

7 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

5 

4 

9 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

— 

— 

— 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

4 

4 

8 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

2 

1 

3 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  

1 

2 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis  

1 

— 

1 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

— 



— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

— 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

4 

4 

8 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

1 

2 

2 

35. 

Suicide  

1 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

31 

28 

59 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  parishes  of  Tring  Rural,  Puttenham,  Wigginton  and  Aldbury 
receive  main  water  supplies  from  the  Bucks  Water  Board. 

Little  Gaddesden,  Potten  End,  Northchurch  (in  part)  and  the  hamlet 
of  St.  Margarets  are  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company.  The  latter  company  commenced  improvements 
to  their  mains  in  the  Potten  End  and  Nettleden  area  and  negotiations 
were  taking  place  for  a mains  supply  to  Frithsden  and  Nettleden,  the 
company  having  extended  their  mains  from  Frithsden  Copse  as  far  as 
the  Bede  Houses  at  Frithsden. 

In  the  Tring  Station  area  of  Aldbury  the  Bucks  Water  Board 
extended  their  4 inch  main  to  supply  properties  previously  relying  on  a 
small  diameter  service  pipe. 

Properties  at  Aldbury,  for  many  years  supplied  from  a stand-pipe, 
have  had  water  taken  to  each  house. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency  in  either  of  the 
supplies  and  no  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number  of 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following 
table:— 


Parish 

Population 

(approx.) 

(a)  Direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of  Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Aldbury  

858 

277 

858 



Little  Gaddesden  

1,364 

310 

1,364 

— 

— 

Nettleden  (with  Potten 
End)  

1,064 

313 

1,058 

3 

6 

Northchurch  

956 

275 

956 

— 

— 

Puttenham  

100 

35 

100 

— 

— 

Tring  Rural  

738 

210 

698 

12 

37 

Wigginton  

993 

308 

993 

— 

— • — 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  only  publicly-used  swimming  bath  in  the  district  is  the  Deer 
Leap,  Ringshall,  in  the  parish  of  Little  Gaddesden.  The  bath  is  used 
regularly  by  the  following  schools: — 

Little  Gaddesden  V.P.  School;  Markyate  Sebright  S.M.  School; 
Markyate  C.P.  School;  Gaddesden  Row  C.P.  School;  Flamstead  C.P. 
School.  A number  of  private  schools  also  use  the  bath  at  infrequent 
intervals. 
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The  water  is  chlorinated  by  a Wallace  & Tiernan  break-point 
chlorinator  and  samples  taken  during  the  year  proved  satisfactory.  At 
the  opening  of  the  summer  season  some  trouble  was  experienced  with 
turbidity,  but  this  condition  was  eventually  remedied,  and  improvements 
to  the  bath  and  general  surrounding  amenities  were  carried  out. 

Byelaws  under  Section  233  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  with 
respect  to  swimming  baths  have  been  in  force  in  the  district  since  1953. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Drainage  and  Sewerage 

No  material  progress  has  been  made  in  connection  with  sewerage 
schemes  for  Potten  End,  Aldbury,  and  Wigginton. 

Considerable  development  has  taken  place  on  the  Home  Farm 
Estate,  Northchurch,  this  being  mainly  in  the  area  of  the  Berkhamsted 
Urban  District  Council.  Sewers  communicating  with  the  Urban  District 
Council’s  sewers  have  been  laid  to  serve  the  new  properties  and  a small 
extension  of  the  sewer  was  undertaken  by  the  Rural  District  Council 
with  a view  to  sewering  the  existing  Home  Farm  Estate  where  drainage 
arrangements  have  for  some  years  been  very  unsatisfactory. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Two  cesspool  emptying  machines  are  still  in  operation.  Twice 
weekly  visits  are  made  to  empty  cesspools  at  the  Council’s  Vicarage 
Road,  Potten  End,  housing  estate.  Fortnightly  visits  have  to  be  made 
to  Council  houses  at  Wigginton  and  Aldbury  and  to  private  cesspools 
at  Lief’s  Nature  Cure,  Champneys,  and  the  Bucks  Water  Board,  New- 
ground,  Wigginton.  These  regular  visits  have  the  effect  of  accumulating 
requests  from  householders  requiring  casual  visits,  and  consequent  delay 
in  dealing  with  them. 

Cesspool  contents  are  disposed  of  by  arrangement  with  the  Berk- 
hamsted Urban  District  Council  at  their  Sewage  disposal  works  and 
on  agricultural  land  by  arrangement  with  local  farmers. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  present  scheme  of  refuse  collection  was  put  into  operation  in 
June,  1952  and  has  proved  most  satisfactory.  Refuse  from  the  whole  of 
the  Rural  District  is  collected  fortnightly  and  disposed  of  at  Outwood 
Kiln,  Aldbury. 

The  Dennis  collecting  vehicle  has  given  good  service  but  considera- 
tion should  be  given  to  its  replacement  early  in  1959  when  the  seven- 
year  loan  period  has  expired. 

Many  Councils  are  experiencing  difficulty  in  the  employment  of 
men  for  refuse  collecting  duties.  Your  Council  are  fortunate  in  having 
two  excellent  men  who  have  contributed  much  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
scheme. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  : 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  

8 

6 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

2 

2 





(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

10 

8 

1 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Nil 


3.  Outworkers: 


Making  wearing  apparel  

The  making  of  boxes  or  other  paper  receptacles 


3 

1 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Drainage  inspections  and  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  ...  ...  ...  3 

Work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  441 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Licensed  premises  ...  8 

Rivers  and  streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 
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FOOD  premises: 


Bakehouses  3 

Cowsheds  and  dairies 2 

Food  stores  29 


Formal 

Informal 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  With 

Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 


31.12.56 

1957 

1957 

31.12.57 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

19 

16 

6 

5 

21 

18 

8 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 


Houses  

Drainage  and  cesspools 
Cesspools  emptied  ... 
Water  closets 


28 

41 

1,595 

12 


HOUSING 

1 regret  to  report  that  during  the  year  under  review  the  erection  of 
Council  houses  ceased  completely.  Consideration  was  however  given 
to  the  provision  of  suitable  sites  in  the  district  and  planning  consent  to 
develop  a small  remaining  area  on  the  Vicarage  Road,  Potten  End, 
estate  with  six  old  persons’  bungalows,  and  in  respect  of  land  at  Trooper 
Road,  Aldbury,  was  sought,  but  the  applications  had  not  been  deter- 
mined at  31st  December,  1957. 

Eleven  applications  for  improvement  grants  in  respect  of  twenty 
properties  were  made  and  approved  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

18 
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(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

30 

The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.57  was  as 
follows : — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1,1.45  up  to 
31.12.57  : 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Wigginton : 

Wick  Road  

16 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Fieldway  

8 

3-bedroom 

Chesham  Road  

6 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Highfield  Road  

14 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Aldbury : 

Malting  Lane  

4 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Stoneycroft  

12 

3-bedroom 

Berryfield 

8 

3-bedroom 

Wilstone : 

New  Road  

4 

3-bedroom 

Main  Street  

2 

3-bedroom  bungalows 

Little  Gaddesden : 

Cromer  Close  

28 

3-bedroom 

Long  Marston : 

Tring  Road  

8 

3-bedroom 

Bromley  

18 

3 and  4-bedroom  houses;  2-bedroom 

Northchurch : 

bungalows 

Dudswell  

2 

3-bedroom 

Potten  End: 

Vicarage  Road  

10 

3-bedroom 

Hedgeside  

28 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  2- 
bedroom  bungalows 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected  since  1.1.57,  i.e. 
Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start 
had  not  been  made  at  31.12.57  : 


Site 

Proposed 
number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Long  Marston  

6 

1 -bedroom  bungalows 

Potten  End  

6 

1 -bedroom  bungalows 

Aldbury  

4 

3-bedroom  houses 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1956  (approx.) : 80. 
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Caravans 


The  two  licensed  sites  in  the  Rural  District  continue  to  be  main- 
tained in  a reasonable  condition  and  have  not  been  the  subject  of 
complaint  by  either  the  caravan  dwellers  or  adjoining  owners. 

The  basic  factor  in  the  satisfactory  control  of  a caravan  site  is,  I 
am  convinced,  to  be  found  in  the  careful  selection  of  caravans  and 
tenants  by  the  site  owner  and  thereafter  the  rigid  enforcement  of  site 
rules,  particularly  in  respect  to  matters  of  hygiene  and  sanitation.  A 
badly  organised  site  inevitably  attracts  the  more  unsatisfactory  caravan 
and  caravan  dweller  resulting  in  unsatisfactory  conditions  for  all 
concerned. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as 
follows: — 

Cowkeeper/  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Retailers  (non-resident  in  the  district)  ...  6 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

In  my  last  report  I stated  that  there  were  two  licensed  slaughter- 
houses in  the  district  but  one  had  not  been  used.  No  application  for 
renewal  of  the  licence  in  respect  of  the  latter  slaughterhouse  has  been 
received  leaving  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  at  Long  Marston. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

132 

11 

60 

411 

211 

— 

Number  inspected  

84 

9 

28 

205 

113 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

9 

1 

— 

9 

11 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

7.5 

11 

4.4 

9.7 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

4 

2 

_ 

6 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  tuberculosis... 

4.8 

22.2 

— 

— 

5.3 

— 

No  horses  were  slaughtered  and  no  cysticercosis  was  found 
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Two  condemnations  of  unsound  food  other  than  butcher’s  meat 
were  made  during  the  year.  In  both  cases  the  food  was  in  transit  on 
British  Railways. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  continue  to  use 
their  Buffer  Depot  near  Tring  Station  but  no  condemnation  certificates 
were  issued  in  respect  of  food  stores  at  the  Depot. 

Food  Premises 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  21.  One  resident  in  the  area  reported  the  finding  of  some  cotton 
fabric  in  sausages  retailed  under  warranty  and  manufactured  outside 
the  district.  The  Council  agreed  to  forward  an  appropriate  warning  to 
the  manufacturers. 

Ice  cream  was  retailed  from  13  premises  within  the  Rural  District. 
One  new  registration  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  was  effected  during  the 
year. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Whooping  Cough  

29 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

54 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Under  1 year  







1 — 2 years  

• — 

3 

— 

2—  3 „ 

3 

3 

— 

3—  4 „ 

— 

9 

— 

4—5  „ 

4 

8 

— 

5—10  

13 

23 

1 

10—15  „ 

8 

16 

• — 

15—20  „ 

1 

1 

— 

20—35  „ 

— 

r 1 

— 

35—45  „ 

— 

— 

— 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  

Total  Cases  Notified  

29 

54 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1957 

A ^ » •••  •••  • • • ••• 

14 

14 

2 

7 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year ' ... 

1 

5 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year: 

(a)  Died  of  the  disease  . 

2 

(b)  Died  from  other 
causes  

(c)  Left  District  and 
other  reasons 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

16 

19 

2 

8 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20—25 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 



- 

- 

r 

. 

— 



— 

25—35 

1 

2 

— 

■ 



— 

■ — 

— 

35—45 

45—55 

— 

1 



— 

- — 

• 

— 

55—65 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

1 

5 

— 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

— 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


Area  4,407  acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid- 1957  ...  5,360 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1957  1,744 


Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1957 

> • • • • 

. . . 

£56,822 

Sum  represented  by  a 

penny  rate  1957/58 

. . . 

. . . 

£239 

2. 

Extracts  from  Vital 

Statistics 

LIVE  births: 

Males 

Females  Total 

Legitimate 

•••  •••  ••• 

37 

38 

75 

Illegitimate 

• • • • • • • • • 

1 

1 

2 

Total  ... 

38 

39 

77 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  estimated  population: 

14.4. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  15.1. 


STILL-BIRTHS  Nil 

deaths:1 

Males  26,  Females  28  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.1 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  8.4 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  ...  Nil 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1 ,000  POPULATION  FROM  : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  0.00 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  2.42 

Cancer  ...  1.68 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  0.00 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (children  under  two  years  of  age)  Nil 


72 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1957 
was  5,360,  as  compared  with  5,310  at  mid- 1956.  The  natural  increase 
of  the  population  last  year,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  23. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by 
the  Registrar-General  were  1.05  and  0.83  respectively.  The  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  these  factors  to  obtain  adjusted  rates 
which  are  strictly  comparable  with  similar  adjusted  rates  in  other 
districts  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  need  for 
such  adjustment  is  occasioned  by  the  differences  in  the  constitution  of 
area  populations  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex  and  age  group 
components.  The  fact  that  the  birth  factor  is  above  unity  and  the  death 
factor  well  below  unity  indicates  that  your  district  has  a greater  propor- 
tion of  the  older  age  groups  in  its  population  than  has  the  country  as  a 
whole. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  77  live  births  was  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  an 
increase  of  3 over  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  15.1  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  14.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.1  for 
England  and  Wales. 


Still-Births 


There  were  no  Still-Births  during  the  year. 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  District  was  54,  a 
decrease  of  33  on  the  total  for  the  year  1956. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  8.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  13.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.5  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were : Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Respiratory 
Diseases  and  Cancer. 
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Infant  Mortality 


There  were  no  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males  Females  Total 


Under  1 year 
1 — 5 years 
5 — 10  years 
10 — 15  years 
15 — 20  years 
20 — 25  years 
25 — 35  years 
35 — 45  years 
45 — 55  years 
55 — 65  years 
65 — 70  years 
70 — 75  years 
75 — 80  years 
80 — 85  years 
85 — 90  years 
90  years  and  over 


1 — 1 
1 1 


2 1 3 

3 1 4 

5 2 7 

4 1 5 

4 3 7 

1 8 9 

3 4 7 

3 4 7 


all  causes  ...  26  28  54 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1957 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Ferrtales 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

- 

- 

- — 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  



— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— ■ 



— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

. 

— • 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

, 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

2 

1 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

J 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

1 

2 

3 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— • 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  

— - 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

5 

6 

11 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

3 

4 

7 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

— • 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

3 

4 

7 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

1 

- — 

1 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

2 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia  

2 

6 

8 

24. 

Bronchitis  

3 

— - 

3 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system  

, 

. 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— • 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 



— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 



29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

_ 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

__ 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— • 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

3 

1 

4 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— • 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

— • 

— 

1 

35. 

Suicide  

1 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

■ ■ 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

26 

28 

54 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board  is  chlorinated  and 
continues  to  be  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality  (although  a restric- 
tion on  the  use  of  hosepipes  applied  during  the  summer  months). 
Regular  bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  at  all  sources  is  carried 
out  by  the  Board.  During  the  year  all  samples  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. There  is  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  and  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Population  * 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

5,310 

1,736 

5,285 

8 

25 

* Estimated 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Drainage  and  Sanitation 


The  sewerage  of  the  town  remains  unchanged.  Disposal  of  the 
sewage  is  by  broad  irrigation. 


Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  collection  for  domestic  premises  is  on  a weekly  basis.  The 
refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 


Cesspool  Emptying 

Cesspools  are  emptied  by  a neighbouring  Authority  and  a charge 
made  to  the  owners  of  the  properties. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

9 

12 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

35 

25 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  Outworkers’ 
premises)  

1 

3 

TOTAL  

45 

40 

— 

- — 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found : 


Particulars 

Number  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 
Insufficient 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

— 

TOTAL  

— 

1 

— . 

3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  1 

Total 1 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections  made 

GENERAL  I 

Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ... 
Housing  Act  ... 

Infectious  diseases  ... 

Council  house  inspections  ... 
Drainage  inspections  and  tests 
Building  byelaws 
Water  supplies  ... 

Refuse  collection 
Caravans 

MEAT  AND  FOODS : 

Slaughterhouses  

Food  premises  ... 


17 

77 

5 

687 

241 


208 


4 

8 

3 


6 

47 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

5 
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(b)  Completed  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick 

6 

3-bedroom 

6 

The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.57  was  as 
follows : — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to  31.12,57  : 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Woodland  Close  

46 

Gamnel  

24 

Dundale  Road  

10 

Meadow  Close  

6 

Goldfield  

28 

Type 


Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 
Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 
Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 
Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 
Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 


(b)  Particulars  of  other  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  schemes 
about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not 
been  made  at  31.12.57  : 


Proposed 

Site 

number  of 

Type 

Houses 

Goldfield  Estate  

12 

3-bedroom 

Frogmore  Estate  

24 

3-bedroom 

Number  of  houses  requisitioned  by  the  Local  Authority  at 

31.12.57  Nil 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  244 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  : 

Fish  shops  1 

Fried  fish  shops  1 

Meat  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Greengrocers ...  6 

Grocers  and  mixed  trade  including  sugar  confectionery  ...  27 

Bakers  and  confectioners  ...  4 

2.  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the 

Food  and  Drugs  Act : 

Ice  cream  premises 12 

Preserved  food  premises  17 

Number  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 

Regulations  1949  6 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  ...  ...  47 

4.  No  new  educational  activity  occurred  during  the  year. 

5.  All  condemned  food,  excluding  meat  condemned  at  slaughterhouses, 
is  buried  at  the  refuse  tip. 


Meat  Inspection 

During  the  year,  meat  has  been  inspected  at  two  slaughterhouses  by 
Messrs.  Anderson  and  Bugg,  Veterinary  Surgeons  of  Aylesbury. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other 
disease  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  District  during  1957: — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  (if  known)  

2,926 

656 

2,262 

3,332 

2,096 

Nil 

Number  inspected  

2,926 

656 

2,262 

3,332 

2,096 

Nil 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

1 

5 

5 

2 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

57 

2 

2 

4 

34 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  

1 

1 

16.13 

.22 

.18 

1.91 

— „ 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

7 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

1< 

)4 

12 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  

1 

5.61 

— 

— 

.62 

— - 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  

2 

. 

. 

. 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year: — 


Disease 

T otal 
Cases 
Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Whooping  Cough  

49 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (paralytic)  .... 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

18 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute 
Polio- 
myelitis (P) 

Measles 

Under  1 year  

1 — 2 years  

— 

— 

- — ■ 

2—3  

3 

— 

— 

3-4  „ 

2 

— 

— 

4—  5 „ 

5 

— 

3 

5—10  „ 

34 

— 

14 

10—15  „ 

2 

— 

1 

1 5—20  „ 

— 

— ■ 

— 

20—35  „ 

— 

1 

— 

35—45  „ 

1 

— • 

- — - 

45—65  

2 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over  

- — 

— 

— • 

Age  unknown  

Total  Cases  notified  

49 

1 

18 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  Regis- 
ter at  1st  January,  1957 

13 

5 

6 

4 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

l 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register : 

(a)  Died  from  the  disease 

(b)  Died  from  other 
causes  

1 

. _ 

__ 

- 

(c)  Left  District  and 
other  reasons  

1 

1 

1 

— 

Total  number  of  cases 
remaining  on  the  Regis- 
ter at  the  end  of  the  year 

12 

5 

5 

4 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — ■ 1 years  ... 

_____ 

. 

- 

___ 

. . 

___ 



1—  5 „ 

— 

— 

— 

- 1 " 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

10—15  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

25—35  „ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



45—55  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

65  and  upwards 

"" 

1 

1 

— 

1 ■ 

p 1 

Totals  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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HERTFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Dacorum  Division 


comprised  of 

The  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead 
The  Urban  Districts  of  Berkhamsted  and  Tring 
The  Rural  Districts  of  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

19  5 7 


R.  S.  HYND,  M B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer  : 

R.  S.  HyND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  : 


V.  K.  Kelly,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.r.c.o.g.,  d.c.h. 

T.  E.  Roberts,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.r.c.o.g.,  d.p.h.  (Part-time) 
J.  D.  Russell,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 


Clinic  Medical  Officers  (Part-time) : 

D.  D.  Brown,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

H.  W.  John,  l.m.s.s.a. 

F.  C.  J.  Fawcett,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

M.  A.  Knox,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 
M.  Randall,  b.sc.,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  d.r.c.o.g. 


Divisional  Nursing  Officer  : 

Miss  A.  Featherstone,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.  , h.v..  Queens  Nurse 


Miss  C.  J.  Badcock 
Miss  M.  L.  Baker 
Miss  M.  E.  Barrell 
Miss  L.  Brackley 


Health  Visitors  : 

Mrs.  J.  Hanley 
Mrs.  M.  Howlett 
Miss  O.  B.  Ives 
Miss  R.  M.  S.  Johnson 


Miss  J.  Maughan 
Miss  B.  I.  Reed 
Mrs.  M.  McMahon 

(Part-time) 


Health  Visitor/District  Nurse/Midwives  : 

Mrs.  K.  Craig  Miss  A.  Houston  Mrs.  M.  E.  Nelson 

Miss  D.  Simms  Miss  M.  I.  Snell 


District  Nurse /Midwives  : 

Miss  A.  K.  Davies  Miss  S.  K.  Edwards  Miss  J.  S.  Evans 

Miss  S.  M.  Hand  Mrs.  M.  McConnell 
Mrs.  D.  Miles  Miss  I.  Murrell  Miss  F.  R.  Phillips 

Miss  K.  M.  Rushton  Miss  J.  D.  Tyley 

Midwife  : 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Plummer 

District  Nurses  : 

Miss  D.  Hughes  Mrs.  E.  M.  Hamlyn  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  E.  :L.  Mayo  Mrs.  G.  Nasse  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Bates  (Part-time)  Mrs.  P.  Tovey  (Part-time) 

Clinic  Nurses  : 

Mrs.  L.  Pratt  Mrs.  N.  Kerry 

Chief  Clerk  : 

Mr.  D.  Harling 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  — SERVICES 


Introduction 

In  this  section  an  account  is  given  of  the  services  provided  by  the 
Hertfordshire  County  Council  in  the  Division.  For  information  on  policy 
and  development  of  the  Health  Services  reference  should  be  made  to  the 
Annual  Reports  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  Division,  which  comprises  the  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead, 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Berkhamsted  and  Tring,  and  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted,  has  a population  of  80,170  and 
an  area  of  51,400  acres. 


Staff 


The  Medical  Staff  consists  of  a Divisional  Medical  Officer  who  is 
also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  five  constituent  authorities  in  the 
Division.  In  addition  there  are  two  full-time  and  one  part-time  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officers  and  five  part-time  Medical  Officers  who  under- 
take sessional  duties  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  clinics. 

The  Nursing  Staff,  who  are  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
Divisional  Nursing  Officer,  consists  of  eleven  Health  Visitors  and  School 
Nurses,  fifteen  District  Nurse /Mid  wives,  of  whom  five  are  also  Health 
Visitors,  one  midwife  and  six  District  Nurses,  of  whom  four  work  part- 
time  only.  Two  Home  Help  Organisers,  one  of  whom  is  part-time,  are 
responsible  for  the  day-to-day  management  of  the  Home  Help  Service 
in  the  Division. 

In  addition,  certain  medical  auxiliary  workers  on  the  staff  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  give  part  of  their  service?,  to  the  Division.  These 
include  Almoners,  Mental  Health  Social  Workers,  Speech  Therapists  and 
Oxthoptists. 

The  estimated  increase  in  the  divisional  population  last  year  was 
4,620,  necessitating  a commensurate  increase  of  staff  to  cope  with  the 
larger  demands  on  the  health  services. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1957 


Hemel  Hempstead 
Borough 

Hemel  Hempstead 
Rural  District 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

Tring 

Urban  District 

Dacorum  Division 

Hertfordshire 

County  Council 

England  and  Wales 

(provisional  figures) 

Area  (acres)  .... 

7.193 

20,249 

1,982 

17,572 

4,407 

51,403 

404,523 

* 

Population  

43,500 

13,050 

12,010 

6,250 

5,360 

80,170 

739,800 

* 

Live  Births  

972 

211 

200 

75 

77 

1,535 

12,538 

* 

Still-births  

21 

4 

2 

3 

— 

30 

* 

* 

Deaths  

289 

137 

119 

59 

54 

658 

7,129 

* 

Deaths  under  1 
year  of  age  ... 

17 

1 

7 

3 

28 

235 

* 

Birth  Rate 

Per  1,000  esti- 
mated popula- 
tion : 

Crude  

22  3 

16.2 

16.6 

12.0 

14.4 

19.1 

16.9 

16.1 

Adjusted  

17.0 

16.2 

17.2 

11.8 

15.1 

* 

* 

1 

Death  Rates 

All  per  1,000 
estimated 
population : 
Crude  

6.6 

10.5 

9.9 

9.4 

10.1 

8.2 

9.6 

11.5 

Adjusted  

10.4 

12.0 

9.7 

9.2 

8.4 

* 

* 

— 

Infective  and 

Parasitic 
diseases  ex- 
cluding T.B. 
but  including 
Syphilis  and 
other  V.D.  ... 

0.07 

0.00 

0.08 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

* 

* 

Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory 
System  

0.07 

0.08 

0.08 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

* 

* 

Other  forms  ol 
Tuberculosis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

* 

* 

Respiratory 
Diseases  (ex- 
cluding tuber- 
culosis of  res- 
piratory sys 
tern)  

1.06 

1.00 

1.42 

0.80 

2.42 

1.17 

* 

* 

Cancer  

1.29 

1.76 

1.67 

1.76 

1.68 

1.48 

* 

* 

Heart  andCircu- 
latory  Disease 

s 2.28 

4.37 

2.83 

3.20 

2.98 

2.82 

* 

* 

Vascular  lesion 
of  the  Nervou 
System  

s 

s 

. 0.69 

2.07 

1.83 

1.12 

2.05 

1.21 

* 

* 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1957 


(continued) 


I 

Hemel  Hempstead 
Borough 

Hemel  Hempstead 
Rural  District 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

Tring 

Urban  District 

Dacorum  Division 

Hertfordshire 

County  Council 

England  and  Wales 

(provincial  figures) 

Infant 

Mortality 

17.5 

4.7 

35.0 

40.0 

0.00 

18.2 

18.7 

23.0 

Maternal 

Mortality 

t 

0.39 

0.47 

* Figures  not  available. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area  during 
1957  was  1,535  (788  males,  747  females),  an  increase  of  130  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  Crude  Birth  Rate  was  19.1  per  1,000  estimated  population  as 
compared  with  18.6  for  1956. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  58  or  3.8%  of  the  total  live 
births,  compared  with  46  and  3.3%  respectively  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  Area  after  correction  for 
transfers  were  658  (333  males,  325  females),  a decrease  of  77  on  the  total 
for  1956. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  from  all  causes  was  8.2  per  1,000  estimated 
population  as  compared  with  9.7  for  the  previous  year. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were : — * 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System. 

2.  Cancer. 

3.  Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions. 

4.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  82%  of  the  total  deaths. 
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Infant  Mortality 


In  1957  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  28, 
a decrease  of  6 from  the  previous  year.  Of  these  deaths  20  infants  were 
under  four  weeks  of  age  at  the  time  of  death. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  18.2  per  1,000  live  births  as 
compared  with  24.2  for  1956. 

The  death  rate  among  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  was  17.6  as  compared  with  22.8  for  1956. 

The  death  rate  among  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  was  34.5  as  compared  with  65.2  for  1956. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  deaths  of  all  infants  under 
one  year  of  age: — 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year  of  age 

Congenital  Mal- 
formations (in- 
cluding Con- 
genital Heart 
Diseases) 

5 

2 

7 

1 

1 

1 

10 

Prematurity 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Asphyxia  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Atelectasis 

4 

■ — 

— 

— 

4 

— 

• — 

— 

• — 

4 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Gastro-Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Broncho- 

Pneumonia 

_____ 

" 

0 

1 

1 

TOTAL  

18 

2 

— 

— 

20 

2 

.2 

3 

1 

28 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Smallpox 


No  case  of  Smallpox  was  reported  during  the  year.  Such  a bald 
statement  of  fact  about  a disease  which  has  not  been  seen  in  the  area 
for  so  very  many  years  can  hardly  arouse  much  interest.  Of  much  more 
interest  is  the  year’s  record  of  vaccination,  particularly  as  it  relates  to 
infant  vaccination.  Last  year  977  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were 
vaccinated  or  64%  of  the  total  births  for  the  year.  This  figure  shows  an 
increase  of  11%  over  the  one  for  the  previous  year  and  is  almost  25% 
higher  than  the  one  given  for  the  country  as  a whole  in  the  annual  report 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  year  1956.  It  is  a statistic  which  can 
be  viewed  not  only  with  interest  but  with  satisfaction  as  well. 


Details  of  the  various  age  groups  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  are 
given  below: — 


Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

5—15 

years 

15  + 
years 

Totals 

Vaccinations 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

561 

42 

37 

4 

644 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

416 

37 

62 

67 

67 

649 

Re- V ACCINATIONS 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

— 

2 

9 

46 

133 

190 

Total  vaccinated  and 
re-vaccinated 

977 

81 

108 

117 

200 

1,483 

No  case  of  generalised  vaccinia  or  untoward  complication  of 
vaccination  was  reported. 


Diphtheria 


It  has  been  stated  that  the  immunisation  index  for  children  under 
5 years  can  be  regarded  as  an  indication  of  the  degree  to  which  the 
community  accepts  immunisation.  That  this  index  is  commendably  high 
in  the  Division  is  clearly  shown  by  the  acceptance  rate  for  infants  which 
last  year  was  66%  of  the  total  births.  With  such  a high  level  of 
protection  among  the  child  population  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  add 
that  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  reported  during  the  year. 
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The  number  of  secondary  or  re-inforcing  injections,  however,  was 
somewhat  below  the  number  for  1956  due.  it  is  thought,  not  to  a decline 
in  the  acceptance  rate  but  to  the  disturbance  in  the  general  immunisation 
programme  caused  by  the  addition  of  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis. 
Rightly  poliomyelitis  vaccination  took  precedence  over  re-inforcing 
injections  against  diphtheria  causing  some  of  them  to  be  deferred. 


Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunised  or  given  secondary 
injections  are  given  below : — 


Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

5—15 

years 

15  + 
years 

Totals 

Primary 

Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

615 

107 

63 

72 

857 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

386 

96 

56 

18 

— 

556 

Secondary  or 

Re- Inforcing 
Injections 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

2 

111 

520 

633 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

— 

— 

44 

106 

— 

150 

Total  of  primary  and 
secondary  immuni- 
sations   

1,001 

205 

274 

716 

— 

2,196 

Whooping  Cough 

One  hundred  and  sixty-six  (166)  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were 
notified  during  1957  as  against  seventy-two  (72)  in  1956.  In  no  area  of 
the  Division  was  there  anything  approaching  an  epidemic  and  the  disease 
throughout  was  relatively  very  mild. 

The  table  which  follows  gives  details  of  the  immunisation  scheme 
and  it  will  be  noted  that  the  acceptance  rate  for  children  under  one  year 
of  age  is  around  70%  of  the  total  births.  If  this  high  protection  rate 
were  to  be  continued  it  might  well  be  hoped  that  Whooping  Cough  is 
another  infectious  disease  on  its  way  out  and  indeed  there  is  already 
evidence  that  this  may  well  prove  to  be  true  in  the  not  far  distant  future. 
It  must  be  admitted  that  the  present  vaccine  cannot  guarantee  complete 
protection  against  the  disease  but  a least  it  seems  to  be  able  to  modify 
greatly  the  attack  in  the  immunised.  In  all  the  cases  among  the 
immunised  children  last  year  the  illness  was  almost  trivial  and  more 
of  a nuisance  than  a disease. 
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Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

5—  15 
years 

Totals 

Primary  Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers 

669 

105 

50 

38 

862 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

376 

100 

57 

14 

547 

Secondary  or  Re-Inforcing 
Injections 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers 

5 

44 

49 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

— 

— 

31 

64 

95 

Total  of  primary  and  second- 

ary  immunisations  

1,045 

205 

143 

160 

1,553 

Poliomyelitis 

Unfortunately  Poliomyelitis  is  not  one  of  the  infectious  diseases 
which  can  be  said,  without  any  degree  of  conviction,  to  be  on  the  way 
out  nor  is  it  an  infectious  disease  largely  confined  to  children.  Its  highest 
incidence  is  certainly  among  children  but  its  severity  is  perhaps  greatest 
among  adults.  Last  year  there  were  25  confirmed  cases  of  Poliomyelitis 
of  whom  19  were  resident  in  the  Borough.  Of  the  25  cases  18  occurred 
in  children  of  whom  12  were  of  school  age.  But  whereas  6 of  the  7 
cases  among  adults  showed  some  degree  of  paralysis  only  3 of  the  18 
cases  among  children  were  of  the  paralytic  type.  The  most  severe  forms 
of  paralysis  were  seen  among  the  adult  group  and  in  this  group  occurred 
the  only  death. 

The  poliomyelitis  vaccination  programme  went  steadily  ahead  as 
more  vaccine  became  available  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  3,359  children 
had  been  vaccinated,  a further  251  had  received  one  injection  and  were 
awaiting  the  final  dose  and  4,356  children  were  still  awaiting  their  fist 
injection.  Vaccination  clinics  were  held  at  varous  centres  in  the 
Borough,  in  Berkhamsted  and  Tring  and  on  occasions  in  Markyate  and 
Flamstead.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  decided 
to  extend  the  scheme  to  all  children  between  the  ages  of  6 months  and 
15  years,  to  expectant  mothers  and  to  people  at  the  greatest  risk  such  as 
general  practitioners,  ambulance  drivers.  Infectious  Diseases  hospitals’ 
staff  and  their  families. 

No  final  details  of  the  scheme  can  be  given  for  registrations 
continue  to  pour  in  and,  as  this  report  is  written,  the  supply  of  vaccine 
is  beginning  to  be  sufficient  to  keep  up  with  the  demand.  Many  years, 
however,  must  elapse  before  a clear  picture  of  the  effect  of  vaccination 
against  the  disease  can  be  seen. 


Influenza 

A major  epidemic  of  Influenza  was  reported  in  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year.  It  was  part  of  a large,  almost  world-wide,  epidemic  which 
began  in  the  countries  of  the  Far  East  in  April — May  and  first  appeared 
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in  the  northern  parts  of  England  in  July — August.  The  first  cases 
occurring  in  the  Division  were  reported  in  the  Borough  in  the  2nd— 3rd 
weeks  of  September  and  from  then  onwards  the  disease  spread  rapidly 
throughout  the  area  with  Tring  the  last  district  to  be  affected.  On  the 
whole  the  illness  was  fairly  mild  with  acute  symptons  for  three  days 
followed  by  a further  four  days  of  disability.  There  were  6 fatal  cases, 
a very  small  number  considering  the  size  of  the  epidemic. 

The  peak  of  the  epidemic  naturally  varied  in  each  district  as  the 
illness  spread  from  one  to  the  other  but  the  epidemic  showed  signs  of 
waning  everywhere  by  the  last  week  in  October.  The  most  unusual 
features  of  the  epidemic  were  its  occurrence  outside  the  normal  influenza 
season  and  its  great  preponderance  among  the  child  population.  In 
many  schools  at  the  height  of  the  epidemic  more  than  half  the  children 
were  absent  while  most  of  the  factories  in  the  area  reported  an  almost 
negligible  sickness  incidence  among  the  adult  workers.  Schooling,  so 
to  speak,  was  seriously  interrupted  but  business  was  as  usual. 

During  November  small  supplies  of  Influenza  vaccine  became 
available  to  priority  groups  such  as  doctors,  district  nurses  and  midwives 
and  home  helps.  The  effect  of  the  vaccination  could  not  be  measured 
for  the  vaccine  only  became  available  as  the  epidemic  was  on  the  wane 
and  the  adult  population  in  any  event  was  little  affected. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Thirty-three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  last  year.  Once 
again  the  disease  was  mild  and  without  complications. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Domiciliary  Midwifery 

There  were  625  home  confinements  last  year  of  whom  617  were 
attended  by  County  Council  midwives.  During  the  year  16  midwives 
were  employed  by  the  County  Council,  15  of  whom  were  employed  in 
the  dual  capacity  of  District  Nurse /Midwife.  In  551  of  the  617  con- 
finements attended  by  the  County  Council  midwives,  the  midwives 
attended  in  their  capacity  of  midwife,  while  in  the  remainder,  they 
attended  as  maternity  nurses.  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  was  administered 
to  517  patients  and,  in  addition,  339  patients  received  injections  of 
Pethidine. 

The  total  number  of  confinements  last  year  among  residents  in  the 
Division  was  1,566  and  the  percentage  of  domiciliary  confinements  to 
total  confinements  was  40%.  Of  the  941  confinements  in  hospitals 
and  nursing  homes,  757  were  in  the  St.  Paul’s  Hospital,  Hemel  Hemp- 
stead. There  were  103  confinements  in  St.  Paul’s  Hospital  where  the 
mother  was  resident  outside  the  Division. 

No  call  was  made  on  the  “ Flying  Squad  ” units  which,  for  this 
Division,  are  based  on  the  King  Street  Hospital,  Watford;  the  Royal 
Buckinghamshire  Hospital,  Aylesbury;  the  Luton  Maternity  Hospital 
and  the  St.  Albans  City  Hospital. 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics 


During  the  year  390  patients  made  1,581  attendances  at  the  four 
ante-natal  clinics  in  the  Division,  details  of  which  are  given  in  the 
following  table:  — 


Clinic 

Number 

of 

Sessions 

Number 

of 

Patients 

Number 

of 

Attendances 

Average 

attendance 

per 

Session 

Adeyfield, 

Hemet  Hempstead 

51 

136 

640 

12.5 

“Churchill  ”, 

Hemel  Hempstead 

51 

130 

605 

11.9 

Berkhamsted  

66 

108 

275 

4.2 

Kings  Langley 

11 

16 

61 

5.5 

While  the  decline  in  the  attendance  at  the  ante-natal  clinics,  upon 
which  comment  was  made  in  the  report  for  1956,  continued  there  was 
no  decline  in  either  the  quality  or  quantity  of  ante-natal  care.  Co-opera- 
tion between  the  domiciliary  midwifery  service  and  the  St.  Paul’s 
Hospital  was  further  strengthened  as  was  the  co-operation  between 
general  practitioner  and  midwife.  Many  doctors  held  their  own  ante- 
natal clinics  and  wherever  possible  the  district  midwife  attended.  The 
principle  of  team-work  became  more  firmly  established  to  the  benefit 
of  the  service  in  general  and  the  patient  in  particular. 

Relaxation  Classes 

These  classes  are  increasing  in  popularity  and  from  reports  already 
received  appear  to  be  proving  of  real  value.  Instruction  is  shared  by 
the  midwives  and  health  visitors  and  is  offered  to  all  expectant  mothers 
irrespective  of  where  they  receive  their  ante-natal  care,  be  it  from 
hospital,  family  doctor  or  clinic.  Two  new  classes  were  established  in 
the  year  at  the  Churchill  clinic  and  at  Berkhamsted,  and  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  most  patients  were  held  in  the  early  evening.  In  addition 
a Mothers’  Club  was  formed  in  the  Chaulden  district  with  a health 
visitor  in  charge.  Talks  and  demonstrations  were  given  by  a variety  of 
people  on  subjects  of  interest  to  the  young  mothers  who  attend. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

Two  further  infant  welfare  centres  were  opened  last  year  making  a 
total  of  twenty-one  serving  the  Division.  One  centre,  holding  monthly 
sessions,  was  established  in  the  new  Village  Hall  at  Long  Marston  while 
the  other,  with  sessions  held  twice  monthly,  was  begun  in  the  St.  Mary’s 
Hall  to  cater  for  the  ever-increasing  population  in  the  Highfield  area  of 
the  Borough. 

Prevention  is,  of  course,  the  key-note  of  all  welfare  centre  activities 
with  discussion  and  explanation  rather  than  medicinal  therapy  as  the 
principal  weapons  of  cure.  There  can,  therefore,  be  no  competition 
between  the  doctor’s  surgery  and  the  clinic  for  the  one  is  primarily 
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concerned  with  the  ailing  child  and  the  other  with  the  further  well-being 
of  the  healthy  child.  Indeed  the  presence  of  an  ailing  child  in  the 
clinic  might  well  be  an  embarrassment  and  an  admission  of  failure.  This 
strong  emphasis  on  prevention  has  not  always  applied  to  welfare  centre 
work  for  in  the  early  days  of  infant  welfare  clinics  treatment  of  the  ailing 
child  was  a common  and  important  procedure.  The  loss  of  what  may 
be  called  the  curative  side  has  not  lessened  the  value  or  importance  of 
the  clinics  and  certainly  has  not  led  to  any  loss  in  popularity.  Clinic 
attendance  is  to  so  many  mothers  an  enjoyable  habit  not  to  be  discarded 
lightly. 

While  infant  welfare  clinics  have,  as  their  primary  function,  the 
furtherance  of  child  health  they  inevitably  have  a social  as  well  as 
medical  importance.  If  one  regards  a club  as  a meeting  place  for  people 
with  common  interests  and  ideals  then  the  clinics  may  perhaps  be 
regarded  as  clubs  for  mothers  with  young  children.  Social  contact  is  so 
easily  established  in  infant  welfare  clinics  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  in  this  social  sense  alone  the  clinics  have  played  a particularly  useful 
role  in  the  new  town  areas  of  the  Borough.  The  feminine  counterpart  of 
“ club  night  ” may  well  be  “ clinic  afternoon  at  least  they  possess  an 
understandable  affinity. 


WELFARE  FOODS  DISTRIBUTION 

There  are  thirty-two  centres  in  the  Division  from  which  Welfare 
Foods  (National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin 
Tablets)  are  distributed.  Of  these  distribution  centres  sixteen  are 
situated  in  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  eleven  are  in  local  shops,  four  are 
staffed  by  the  W.V.S.  and  B.R.C.S.  and  one  by  the  County  Council. 

Supplies  are  ordered  through  the  Divisional  Health  Office  from  a 
main  depot  at  Chesham  and  deliveries  to  the  centres  are  either  made 
directly  from  the  main  depot  or  by  local  transport  from  a County 
Council  depot  in  Hemel  Hempstead. 

The  following  Welfare  Foods  were  distributed  during  the  year:  — 


National  Dried  Milk 26,513 

Orange  Juice  95,968 

Cod  Liver  Oil  9,800 

Vitamin  A and  D Tablets  5,082 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Introduction 

There  are  fifty-one  schools  in  the  Division,  excluding  independent 
or  private  schools,  and  one  Special  School.  The  total  number  of  pupils 
on  the  school  registers  at  31.12.57  was  13,331. 

The  policy  of  visiting  schools  each  term  was  maintained,  apart  from 
very  few  exceptions  where  the  number  of  pupils  to  be  examined  was  too 
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small  to  justify  a visit  every  term.  The  periodic  medical  examination  of  the 
four  age  groups,  i.e.  entrants  (5  years + ),  juniors  (7  years + ),  intermediate 
(11  years + ) and  seniors  (14  years + ) was  continued.  At  each  school 
medical  inspection,  re-examination  of  children  who  at  previous  periodic 
or  special  examinations  had  been  found  to  have  defects  requiring  treat- 
ment or  observation  was  made. 


Medical  Inspections 


(a)  Periodic  Inspections : 

Number  examined — 

Primary  Entrants 
Secondary  Entrants 
Secondary  Leavers 


Additional  Periodic  Inspections 


(b)  Other  Inspections : 

Number  of  special  inspections 
Number  of  re-inspections 


1,307 

982 

783 


Total  ...  3,072 

1,499 


Grand  Total  ...  4,571 


357 

3,938 


Total  ...  4,285 


Defects  found  at  Medical  Inspections 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  all  defects  noted  at  both  periodic 
and  special  inspections.  All  defects  noted  at  medical  inspections  as 
requiring  treatment  are  included,  whether  or  not  this  treatment  was 
begun  before  the  date  of  inspection: — 
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Number 

of  Defects 

Defect  or  Disease 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Skin  

152 

36 

1 

1 

Eyes : 

(a)  Vision  

251 

234 

7 

5 

(b)  Squint  

61 

31 

5 

1 

A* 

(c)  Other  

102 

26 

2 

— 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing 

8 

22 

4 

5 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

13 

21 

— 

— 

(c)  Other  

31 

33 

1 

4 

Nose  and  Throat  

93 

117 

2 

5 

Speech  - 

13 

42 

11 

7 

Lymphatic  Glands 

1 

15 

— 

— 

Heart 

9 

68 

— 

— 

Lungs  

53 

84 

1 

13 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia  

1 

6 

— 

— 

fb)  Other  

6 

70 

— 

1 

Orthopaedic : 

3 

1 

(a)  Posture  

61 

47 

(b)  Feet  

127 

110 

1 

5 

(c)  Other  

60 

58 

3 

6 

Nervous  System: 

1 

(a)  Epilepsy  

3 

4 

1 

(b)  Other  

14 

21 

— 

3 

Psychological : 

(a)  Development 

9 

43 

9 

6 

(b)  Stability  

28 

77 

9 

12 

Abdomen 

26 

12 

1 

2 

Other  

52 

55 

3 

1 

Special  Clinics 

Ophthalmic  Clinics : Conducted  by  Dr.  Norman  Gardener,  Con- 
sultant Ophthalmologist,  at  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted. 

Weekly  clinics  on  Friday  mornings  are  held  at  “ Churchill  ”,  Park 
Road,  Hemel  Hempstead,  and  during  the  year  there  were  42  sessions  at 
which  567  attendances  were  made.  Spectacles  were  prescribed  for  165 
children. 

Fortnightly  clinics  on  Saturday  mornings  (or  by  arrangement  as 
the  waiting  list  requires)  are  held  at  The  Hut,  Butts  Meadow,  Berkham- 
sted, and  during  the  year  there  were  18  sessions  at  which  211  attendances 
were  made.  Spectacles  were  prescribed  for  80  children. 

Orthoptic  Clinics : Conducted  by  Miss  A.  J.  Davie,  and  Miss  J. 
Gilley,  County  Orthoptists. 

Weekly  sessions  on  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  a.m.  and 
p.m.,  were  held,  and  during  the  year  there  were  207  sessions  at  which 
1,345  attendances  were  made.  Thirty-two  children  were  discharged  as 
cured  while  the  treatment  of  32  other  children  was  discontinued. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinics : Conducted  by  Mr.  Leonard  Willmore, 
Senior  County  Speech  Therapist,  and  Miss  J.  A.  Gates,  Speech  Therapist. 
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Weekly  clinics  are  held  at  “ Churchill  ”,  Park  Road,  Hemel  Hemp- 
stead (on  Fridays  p.m.),  Adeyfield  Hall,  Hemel  Hempstead  (on  Thurs- 
days and  Fridays  a.m.  and  p.m.)  and  The  Hut,  Butts  Meadow,  Berkham- 
sted  (on  Fridays  a.m.). 

During  the  year  210  sessions  were  held  at  which  91  children  made 
1,015  attendances.  Of  these  91  children,  69  were  still  in  attendance  at 
the  end  of  the  year — 44  under  treatment  and  25  under  observation. 

Child  Guidance  Clinics : Children  requiring  child  guidance  treat- 
ment or  estimation  of  intelligence  quotient  are  referred  to  the  clinics  at 
St.  Albans  or  Watford. 

Dental  Clinics : The  School  Dental  Service  suffered  a severe  blow 
with  the  death  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Smith,  the  School  Dental  Officer,  in  August 
last  year.  No  successor  was  immediately  available  and  in  consequence 
the  School  Dental  Service  was  much  curtailed.  For  the  Michaelmas  term 
only  a part  service  could  be  provided  with  about  half  the  number  of 
sessions  which  were  offered  previously. 

Breathing  Exercises  Clinic : Children  suffering  from  chest  com- 
plaints which  might  benefit  from  breathing  exercises  are  referred  to  the 
clinic  from  the  primary  schools  after  medical  examination.  The  clinic, 
which  is  held  weekly  on  Tuesday  mornings  during  school  term  periods  at 
“ Churchill  ”,  Park  Road,  Hemel  Hempstead,  is  conducted  by  Miss  N. 
Chatterton  of  the  County  Physical  Education  staff. 


Convalescent  Home  Treatment 


During  the  year  six  children  were  admitted  to  short-stay  holiday 
homes  for  convalescent  treatment,  the  County  Council  accepting  financial 
responsibility  for  their  maintenance. 


Handicapped  Pupils 


For  the  year  ended  31.12.57  the  following  handicapped  pupils 
were : — • 

(a)  Newly  placed  in  special  schools  or  boarding  homes : 


1 Educationally  sub-normal  19 

Maladjusted  6 

Total:  26 


Delicate 


(b)  Newly  assessed  as  needing  special  educational  treatment  in  special 
schools  or  in  boarding  homes : 


Partially  Deaf 
Delicate  ...  . 


1 Educationally  sub-normal  15 

1 Maladjusted  5 


Epileptic 1 


Total:  23 
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Number  of  handicapped  pupils  in  special  schools  at  31.12.57 : — 

Blind  2 Educationally  sub-normal  48 

Deaf  or  Partially  Deaf  ...  14  Maladjusted  13 

Delicate  2 Epileptic 2 

Physically  Handicapped  2 

Total:  83 

Number  of  handicapped  pupils  receiving  home  tuition  6 

Number  of  handicapped  pupils  on  register  of  hospital  special  schools  4 


HOME  NURSING 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  District  Nurses  last  year  was 
28,074,  an  increase  of  1,400  over  the  previous  year.  The  majority  of 
visits  were  made  among  the  elderly  and  the  chronic  sick  and,  in  terms  of 
population,  the  call  on  the  services  of  the  district  nurses  was  far  less  in 
the  Borough  than  in  the  other  areas  of  the  Division. 


HOME  HELPS 

The  Home  Help  Service  has  grown  in  the  years  since  its  inception 
not  only  in  size  but  also  in  stature.  It  has  become  so  widely  known  and 
accepted  that  the  public  now  take  the  service  for  granted.  The  service, 
indeed,  has  not  only  arrived  but,  very  definitely,  has  come  to  stay. 

The  general  pattern  of  the  allocation  of  help  showed  little  change 
from  the  previous  year  though  there  was  a small  increase  of  around  3% 
in  the  number  of  aged  persons  assisted.  The  demands  on  the  service 
were  greatly  relieved  by  the  generous  help  given  to  the  sick  and  aged  by 
relatives,  friends  and  kindly  disposed  neighbours  but  another  source  of 
relief  was  of  material  help  last  year.  During  the  year  in  Berkhamsted  a 
number  of  old  people,  many  of  whom  were  in  receipt  of  domestic  help, 
were  re-housed  in  flats  on  a new  council  estate.  Because  the  new  homes 
were  smaller  and  more  easily  managed  less  domestic  help  was  needed 
and  an  appreciable  saving  in  home  help  hours  was  effected.  This  saving 
offset,  to  a large  extent,  the  extra  demand  on  the  service  caused  by  the 
slightly  larger  number  of  old  people  seeking  domestic  assistance. 
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